
 

  GATHERING                     “Just as I Am”                    Joel Raney 
 

 WELCOME                                                 Rev. Laura Sherwood 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

 One: The Lord is sovereign; let the earth rejoice! 
 All: Righteousness and justice are the foundation of God’s throne. 
 One: The mountains melt like wax before the Lord. 
 All: The heavens proclaim God’s righteousness, and all peoples behold 
  God’s glory. 
 One: For the Lord is most high over all the earth; God is exalted above all gods. 
   All: Let us worship God! 
 

“HOUSE OF THE LORD”         Phil Wickham 
 

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION AND HOPEFULNESS 
Rev. Rebekah Anderson 

 Holy God, you have shown yourself to us in Jesus, perfect in every way, 
 compassionate and kind, faithful and loving, gracious and hospitable. We 
 stumble and fall as we seek to follow him, struggling to make his ways our 
 ways. Our sins are real, and they are many. Forgive our failings and 
 encourage us to start again…(silent prayer) 
 

 WORDS OF FORGIVENESS 
 

SUNG RESPONSE           “Glory to God”         Paul Vasile 
 

TIME OF GREETING 
 

 ANNOUNCEMENTS          Rev. Barbara Gorsky 
 Please sign the Friendship Pad and pass it along to those around you. 
 

 REVELATION 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21                           
   

 MESSAGE               “The Prayer That Holds Us”         Rev. Laura Sherwood 

Scripture: John 17:20-26 
 

“MAKE US ONE”                      Twila Paris 
 

 PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Rev. Barbara Gorsky 

 

 SHARING OUR GIFTS (See back for other giving options.) 

                  “They’ll Know We are Christians”         Mark Hayes 
 

   PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  
 

“JESUS, LOVER OF MY SOUL”                        Paul Oakley 
 

CHARGE & BENEDICTION          Rev. Laura Sherwood 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
 
Music: Kristen Walter, vocals; Chris Urban, piano; Bill Kidera, guitar; Tom Kidera, 
 drums 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Thank you for worshiping with us this morning. 
 

Stop by the Welcome Center in the Narthex (lobby) to pick up 
information that will acquaint you with our church services and 
programs. You are also invited to join the conversation on 
Facebook, at facebook.com/firstpresah, X, at @FirstPresAh, and 
Instagram, at @firstpresah. We look forward to connecting with 
you again. Please scan the QR code to visit our website for more information. 

 
CHILD CARE  
Children of all ages are warmly welcomed and encouraged to participate in 
worship. Child care is available (infants through age four) in the Christian 
Education Wing (8:45 am – 11:45 am).  

 
CHILDREN’S WORSHIP ACTIVITY BAGS 
Activity bags for children are available at the Sanctuary and Chapel entrances. 
Please put used bags in the basket after worship. 

 
CLASSES FOR ALL AGES  
From September through May, Sunday morning Christian education classes are 
held for all ages. These include classes for preschool, elementary, middle 
school, and high school students, as well as education and discussion groups for 
adults. To learn more, visit firstpresah.org or call the church office at 
847-255-5900. 

 
SPECIAL ASSISTANCE 
For worship in the Sanctuary, large print bulletins, and hearing amplifiers 
(some with T-Coil lanyard adapters) are available from the ushers. 

 
IMPORTANT WORSHIP REMINDERS 
Please silence cell phones and refrain from taking photos or recording the 
worship service. Services are webcast live at firstpresah.org/experience/
livestream. To download or listen to a podcast of today’s sermon, search Apple 
podcasts for The Word @ First Pres. Past sermons are available at 
firstpresah.org/experience/sermons. 

 
SOURCES FOR WORSHIP 
All litanies are from Call to Worship Journal, PC(USA); scriptures are from the 
New Revised Standard Updated Edition (NRSVUE). 

 
QR CODE FOR THE ONLINE GIVING PORTAL 
Please scan the QR code to access our online giving portal. Please 
select “General Fund” or other offering option. You may also text 
11855 to 73256 to give. Thank you for your generous support! 
 

 
 
 
 
 



HEARING GOD’S WORD 
 

 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                            Rev. Barbara Gorsky 

 

 FIRST SCRIPTURE READING           Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21 

(Pew Bible, p. 1009) Rev. Barbara Gorsky 
The Word of the Lord/Thanks be to God! 

 

 ANTHEM                                “Steal Away”                           Howard Helvey 

“Steal away to Jesus. Steal away home, I ain’t got long to stay here. 
My Lord, He calls me, He calls me by the thunder, 

The trumpet sounds within-a my soul, I ain’t got long to stay here.” 

Chancel Choir 
Howard Green, clarinet; Myroslav Mykhailenko, piano 

 

 SECOND SCRIPTURE READING                  John 17:20-26 

  (Pew Bible, p. 880) Rev. Laura Sherwood 
The Word of the Lord/Thanks be to God! 

 

 SERMON                 “The Prayer That Holds Us”       Rev. Laura Sherwood 

 

HYMN 649                           “Amazing Grace”                      AMAZING GRACE 

 

GIVING THANKS TO GOD 
 

 PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE     Rev. Barbara Gorsky 

 

 LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
 come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day  
 our daily bread; and forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin 
 against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

 CALL FOR OFFERING (See back for other giving options.) 

 

 OFFERTORY  “And All the Earth Shall Own Him Lord”       Fred Bock 
“And did those feet in ancient time walk upon Israel’s mountain green? 

And did the Christ of heaven come down? Was God in flesh both heard and seen? 
And did He die to prove His love? And did He rise more powerful still? 
And was His rule on earth started there upon Golgotha’s tragic hill? 

Bring me my bow of burning gold! Bring me my arrows of desire! Bring me my spear! 
O clouds unfold! Bring me my Chariot of Fire! I will not cease to spread His light: 

My faith a shield, His Word my sword; ‘Til Christ, my God, is crowned as King, 
And all the earth shall own Him Lord.” 

Chancel Choir 
 

DOXOLOGY (Hymn 607)  

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise Christ, all people here 
 below; praise Holy Spirit evermore; praise Triune God, whom we adore. 
 Amen.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING               Rev. Laura Sherwood 
 One: Eternal God, take and use these gifts for your purpose in the world—
  giving food to the hungry, hope to the despairing, and new life to the 
  dead. Teach us to live each day for you, so that future generations will 
  know your goodness and praise your glory, in the name of Christ our 
  Lord. 
 All: Amen. 
 

GOING FORTH IN GOD’S NAME 
 

HYMN 321           “The Church’s One Foundation”                        AURELIA 

 

CHARGE & BENEDICTION       Rev. Laura Sherwood 

 

CHORAL RESPONSE  “Peace I Leave with You”        Matthew Glandorf 
“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you; 

not as the world gives do I give unto you.”  
Chancel Choir 

 

 POSTLUDE                                “Toccata”                             Michelle Leclerc 

 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
 
Fellowship Hosts:  Nominating Committee 
Flowers: Donald & Helen Ross—In memory of loved ones 
Preaching: Rev. Laura Sherwood 
Liturgists: (9:00 am) Revs. Rebekah Anderson & Barbara Gorsky 
 (10:30 am) Rev. Barbara Gorsky 
Associate Director of Music and Organist:  Christopher Urban 
Tech Support and Livestream: Amy Senior and Jonah White 

 

WORSHIP NOTES 

GATHERING AS GOD’S PEOPLE 
 

 PRELUDE      “Steal Away”                               Robert Haan 
 

The prelude is your invitation to quiet preparation 
for the worship of Almighty God. 

 

WELCOME         Rev. Laura Sherwood 
 

 INTROIT                                    “Siyahamba”                            Victor Johnson 

“Siyahamb’ ekukhanyen’ kwenkos. We are marching in the light of love.” 

Children’s Choir; Nick Pulikowski, director; Tom Kidera, drums 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP  

 One: The Lord is sovereign; let the earth rejoice! 
 All: Righteousness and justice are the foundation of God’s throne. 
 One: The mountains melt like wax before the Lord. 
 All: The heavens proclaim God’s righteousness, and all peoples behold 
  God’s glory. 
 One: For the Lord is most high over all the earth; God is exalted above all gods. 
   All: Let us worship God! 
 

HYMN 620      “Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven”          LAUDA ANIMA 

 

 CALL TO CONFESSION                                         Rev. Barbara Gorsky 
 

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
 Holy God, you have shown yourself to us in Jesus, perfect in every way, 
 compassionate and kind, faithful and loving, gracious and hospitable. We 
 stumble and fall as we seek to follow him, struggling to make his ways our 
 ways. Our sins are real, and they are many. Forgive our failings and 
 encourage us to start again… 
 

 SILENT CONFESSION  
   (please pray a silent and personal prayer of confession during this time) 

 …in Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
 

 WORDS OF FORGIVENESS 

 One: Neither sin nor doubt nor death, nor anything else in all creation can 
  separate us from the love of God in Jesus Christ. This is good news! 
 All: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! 
 

GLORIA PATRI (Hymn 581) 

 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was 
 in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, 
 Amen. 
 

TIME OF GREETING 

 

 COMMISSIONING OF STEPHEN MINISTER 
  Julie Hennessy 
 

 COMMUNITY LIFE 
 Please sign the Friendship Pad and pass it along to those around you. 



Prayer Requests Church Life    

 

About First Pres 

 

 

 

 

 



Serving, Giving, and Growing Worship Next Sunday Upcoming Events 

 $918.00 
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