
 

  GATHERING 
 

 WELCOME                                                 Rev. Laura Sherwood 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

 One: Be gracious to us and bless us; O God, show us favor. 
 All: May your way, O God, be known upon the earth; may your  
  deliverance be known among the nations. 
 One: Peoples will praise you, O God; all peoples will praise you. 
 All: Nations will exult and shout for joy, for you rule the peoples with 
  equity; you guide the nations of the earth. 
 One: The peoples will praise you, O God; all people will praise you. 
   All:  Let us worship God! 
 

“I’VE GOT PEACE LIKE A RIVER”                       Spiritual 
 

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION AND HOPEFULNESS     Rev. Gorsky 
 Gracious God, we equate our judgment with your judgment, and often 
 consider our ways to be your ways. We define peace as the absence of 
 disruption, holding our comfort as your aim and thinking our preferences 
 reflect your way. Too often we act as if we are your authoritative 
 witnesses, believing our worldview corresponds with your vision, and that 
 our narrative contains your hope for the future. O God, dislodge us from 
 our sinful assumptions. Forgive our selfish views. Correct us with your 
 truth and teach us by your Spirit (silent prayer)... 
 

 WORDS OF FORGIVENESS 
 

SUNG RESPONSE     “Amen”                  HYMN  600 
 

TIME OF GREETING 
 

 ANNOUNCEMENTS                     
 Please sign the Friendship Pad and pass it along to those around you. 
 

 PSALM 67                                     Rev. Barbara Gorsky 
 

 MESSAGE                   “Peace In the Waiting”             Rev. Laura Sherwood 

Scripture: John 14:23-29 
 

 PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Rev. Barbara Gorsky 

 

 SHARING OUR GIFTS (See back for other giving options.) 

          “Spirit of the Living God”                    Daniel Iverson 
 

   PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  
 

“GIVE THANKS”                          Henry Smith 
 

CHARGE & BENEDICTION          Rev. Laura Sherwood 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
 

Music: Laura Sherwood, vocals; JoAnn Thompson, piano; Todd Smith, drums 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Thank you for worshiping with us this morning. 
 

Stop by the Welcome Center in the Narthex (lobby) to pick up 
information that will acquaint you with our church services and 
programs. You are also invited to join the conversation on 
Facebook, at facebook.com/firstpresah, X, at @FirstPresAh, and 
Instagram, at @firstpresah. We look forward to connecting with 
you again. Please scan the QR code to visit our website for more information. 

 
CHILD CARE  
Children of all ages are warmly welcomed and encouraged to participate in 
worship. Child care is available (infants through age four) in the Christian 
Education Wing (8:45 am – 11:45 am).  

 
CHILDREN’S WORSHIP ACTIVITY BAGS 
Activity bags for children are available at the Sanctuary and Chapel entrances. 
Please put used bags in the basket after worship. 

 
CLASSES FOR ALL AGES  
From September through May, Sunday morning Christian education classes are 
held for all ages. These include classes for preschool, elementary, middle 
school, and high school students, as well as education and discussion groups for 
adults. To learn more, visit firstpresah.org or call the church office at 
847-255-5900. 

 
SPECIAL ASSISTANCE 
For worship in the Sanctuary, large print bulletins, and hearing amplifiers 
(some with T-Coil lanyard adapters) are available from the ushers. 

 
IMPORTANT WORSHIP REMINDERS 
Please silence cell phones and refrain from taking photos or recording the 
worship service. Services are webcast live at firstpresah.org/experience/
livestream. To download or listen to a podcast of today’s sermon, search Apple 
podcasts for The Word @ First Pres. Past sermons are available at 
firstpresah.org/experience/sermons. 

 
SOURCES FOR WORSHIP 
All liturgies are from Call to Worship Journal, PC(USA); scriptures are from 
the New Revised Standard Updated Edition (NRSVUE). 

 
QR CODE FOR THE ONLINE GIVING PORTAL 
Please scan the QR code to access our online giving portal. Please 
select “General Fund” or other offering option. You may also text 
11855 to 73256 to give. Thank you for your generous support! 
 

 
 
 
 
 



HEARING GOD’S WORD 
 

 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                                    
 

 FIRST SCRIPTURE READING                            Psalm 67 

(Pew Bible, p. 460) Rev. Barbara Gorsky 
The Word of the Lord/Thanks be to God! 

 

 ANTHEM                          “Prayer for Healing”                       Molly Ijames 

“Lord of this barren land swept by the flame, Here in my wilderness I call Your 
name. Refuge of wounded hearts bend low to hear. Binder of broken things, 

Father, draw near. Friend of the sorrowing, Knower of grief. Tenderly 
hovering, bringing relief. Be to my weary soul quiet repose, Be in my desert 

place, blossoming rose. Come like a gentle wind bringing the rain; Come like a 
healing touch, and soothe my pain. Fill with Your presence this desolate waste; 

Lord of this barren land, make of these ashes, a beautiful place. Amen” 
Chancel Choir; Jennifer Fick, director 

 

 SECOND SCRIPTURE READING                  John 14:23-29 

  (Pew Bible, p. 877) Rev. Laura Sherwood 
The Word of the Lord/Thanks be to God! 

 

 SERMON                     “Peace In the Waiting”           Rev. Laura Sherwood 

 

HYMN 688       “Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart”         MORECAMBE 

 

GIVING THANKS TO GOD 
 

 PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE     Rev. Barbara Gorsky      
 

 LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
 come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day  
 our daily bread; and forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin 
 against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

 CALL FOR OFFERING (See back for other giving options.) 

 

 OFFERTORY  “Stand Up and Bless the Lord”             Mark Williams 
“Stand up and bless the Lord, O people of God’s choice; Stand up and bless the Lord, 

your God, with heart and soul and voice. Though high above all praise, Above all 
blessing high, Who would not fear God’s holy name, And laud and magnify? O for the 
living flame, From God’s own altar brought, To touch our lips, our minds inspire, And 

wing to heaven our thought! God is our strength and song, Now is salvation ours; 
Proclaim God’s love throughout the world, With all our ransomed powers. Stand up 
and bless the Lord; The Lord, your God, adore; Stand up and bless God’s glorious 

name, Henceforth forevermore. Stand up and bless the Lord!” 

Chancel Choir 
 

DOXOLOGY (Hymn 607)  

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise Christ, all people here 
 below; praise Holy Spirit evermore; praise Triune God, whom we adore. 
 Amen.  
 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING     Rev. Barbara Gorsky 
 One: Eternal God, take and use these gifts for your purpose in the world—
  giving food to the hungry, hope to the despairing, and new life to the 
  dead. Teach us to live each day for you, so that future generations will 
  know your goodness and praise your glory; in the name of Christ our 
  Lord. 
 All: Amen. 
 

GOING FORTH IN GOD’S NAME 
 

HYMN 295                    “Go to the World!”                           SINE NOMINE 

 

CHARGE & BENEDICTION       Rev. Laura Sherwood 

 

CHORAL RESPONSE  “Peace I Leave with You”        Matthew Glandorf 
“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you; 

not as the world gives do I give unto you.”  
Chancel Choir 

 

 POSTLUDE                         “Fugue in F Major”                          G. F. Handel 

 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
 
Fellowship Hosts:  Presbyterian Women (PW), Circle 7 
Preaching: Rev. Laura Sherwood 
Liturgist: Rev. Barbara Gorsky 
Associate Director of Music and Organist:  Christopher Urban 
Tech Support and Livestream: Amy Senior and Jonah White 

 

WORSHIP NOTES 

GATHERING AS GOD’S PEOPLE 
 

 PRELUDE           “Prelude in C Major”                       J. S. Bach 

Sharon Peterson, organist 
 

The prelude is your invitation to quiet preparation 
for the worship of Almighty God. 

 

WELCOME         Rev. Laura Sherwood 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP  

 One: Be gracious to us and bless us; O God, show us favor. 
 All: May your way, O God, be known upon the earth; may your  
  deliverance be known among the nations. 
 One: Peoples will praise you, O God; all peoples will praise you. 
 All: Nations will exult and shout for joy, for you rule the peoples with 
  equity; you guide the nations of the earth. 
 One: The peoples will praise you, O God; all people will praise you. 
   All:  Let us worship God! 
 

HYMN 375             “Shall We Gather at the River”              HANSON PLACE 

 

 CALL TO CONFESSION                                         Rev. Barbara Gorsky 
 

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
 Gracious God, we equate our judgment with your judgment, and often 
 consider our ways to be your ways. We define peace as the absence of 
 disruption, holding our comfort as your aim and thinking our preferences 
 reflect your way. Too often we act as if we are your authoritative 
 witnesses, believing our worldview corresponds with your vision, and that 
 our narrative contains your hope for the future. O God, dislodge us from 
 our sinful assumptions. Forgive our selfish views. Correct us with your 
 truth and teach us by your Spirit... 
 

 SILENT CONFESSION  
   (please pray a silent and personal prayer of confession during this time) 

 …in Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
 

 WORDS OF FORGIVENESS 

 One: It is the Lord who opens eyes to see. It is the Lord who softens hearts to 
  hear. It is the Lord who returns us to God’s presence. Peace, peace, 
  peace—you are loved. You are enough. You belong. In Jesus Christ you 
  are restored. 
 All: Thanks be to our God forever and ever. Amen. 
 

GLORIA PATRI (Hymn 581) 

 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was 
 in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, 
 Amen. 
 

TIME OF GREETING 

 

 COMMUNITY LIFE      Rev. Barbara Gorsky 
 Please sign the Friendship Pad and pass it along to those around you. 
 



Prayer Requests Church Life    

 

About First Pres 

 

 

 

 

 



Serving, Giving, and Growing Worship Next Sunday Upcoming Events 

 $841.00 
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