
 GATHERING              “Morning Has Broken”           Joel Raney 
 

 WELCOME                                             Rev. Rebekah Anderson 
 

 AWAKENING OF LIGHT 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

 One:  Give thanks to the Lord, for God is good! 
 All: God’s steadfast love endures forever!  
 One: Let Israel say, 
 All: God’s steadfast love endures forever! 
 One: Let the house of Aaron say, 
 All: God’s steadfast love endures forever! 
 One: Let all who fear the Lord say, 
 All: God’s steadfast love endures forever! Let us worship the risen God! 
 

“ALL THE EARTH WILL SING YOUR PRAISE”           Paul Baloche 
 

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION AND HOPEFULNESS          
Rev. Barbara Gorsky 

 On this bright and joyful day, we bring our whole selves to you, loving 
 God, honestly naming the truth about our lives. In our lives we often sink 
 under piles of shame, judgment, and self-pity, at times feeling closer to hell 
 than heaven. Awaken us, oh God. Bring us back to life. Restore, refresh, 
 and renew us in body, mind and heart. In the name of the risen Christ we 
 pray...(silent prayer) 
 

 WORDS OF FORGIVENESS 

 

SUNG RESPONSE          “Glory to God”                   Paul Vasile 
 

TIME OF GREETING 
 

 ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

 LUKE 24:1-12                                Rev. Barbara Gorsky 
 

 MESSAGE               Rev. Rebekah Anderson 

“Coming Back to Life: Awakening”  
Scripture: Luke 24:13-32 

 

“MORNING HAS BROKEN”                                         Gaelic Melody 
 

 PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Rev. Laura Sherwood 

 

 SHARING OUR GIFTS (See back for other giving options.) 

                                 “I Will Rise”      Giglio, Tomlin, Reeves and Maher 
 

   PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  
 

“HE LIVES”                                                                 Alfred Ackley 
 

CHARGE & BENEDICTION      Rev. Rebekah Anderson 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
 

Music: Sam Baker, guitar/vocals; Todd Smith, drums; Chris Urban, piano 

 

Thank you for worshiping with us this morning. 
 

Stop by the Welcome Center in the Narthex (lobby) to pick up 
information that will acquaint you with our church services and 
programs. You are also invited to join the conversation on 
Facebook, at facebook.com/firstpresah, X, at @FirstPresAh, and 
Instagram, at @firstpresah. We look forward to connecting with 
you again. Please scan the QR code to visit our website for more information. 

 
CHILD CARE  
Children of all ages are warmly welcomed and encouraged to participate in 
worship. Child care is available (infants through age four) in the Christian 
Education Wing (8:45 am – 11:45 am).  

 
CHILDREN’S WORSHIP ACTIVITY BAGS 
Activity bags for children are available at the Sanctuary and Chapel entrances. 
Please put used bags in the basket after worship. 

 
CLASSES FOR ALL AGES  
From September through May, Sunday morning Christian education classes are 
held for all ages. These include classes for preschool, elementary, middle 
school, and high school students, as well as education and discussion groups for 
adults. To learn more, visit firstpresah.org or call the church office at 
847-255-5900. 

 
SPECIAL ASSISTANCE 
For worship in the Sanctuary, large print bulletins, and hearing amplifiers 
(some with T-Coil lanyard adapters) are available from the ushers. 

 
IMPORTANT WORSHIP REMINDERS 
Please silence cell phones and refrain from taking photos or recording the 
worship service. Services are webcast live at firstpresah.org/experience/
livestream. To download or listen to a podcast of today’s sermon, search Apple 
podcasts for The Word @ First Pres. Past sermons are available at 
firstpresah.org/experience/sermons. 

 
SOURCES FOR WORSHIP 
All liturgies are from Call to Worship Year C, Presbyterian Publishing; 
scriptures are from the New Revised Standard Updated Edition (NRSVUE). 

 
QR CODE FOR THE ONLINE GIVING PORTAL 
Please scan the QR code to access our online giving portal. Please 
select “General Fund” or other offering option. You may also text 
11855 to 73256 to give. Thank you for your generous support! 
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 COMMUNITY LIFE      Rev. Barbara Gorsky 
 

HEARING GOD’S WORD 
 

 PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION                               Rev. Barbara Gorsky 

 

 FIRST SCRIPTURE READING                     Luke 24:1-12 

(Pew Bible, p. 860) Rev. Barbara Gorsky 
The Word of the Lord/Thanks be to God! 

 

 ANTHEM                             “No More Night”             Camp Kirkland 
“The timeless theme, earth and heaven will pass away. It’s not a dream, God will make 

all things new that day. Gone is the curse from which I stumbled and fell; 
evil is banished to eternal hell. No more night, no more pain, no more tears, 

never crying again. Praises to the great “I Am”, we will live in the light of the risen 
Lamb. See all around, now the nations bow down to sing. The only sound is the praises 

to Christ, our King. Slowly the names from the book are read; I know the King, 
there’s no need to dread. See over there, it’s a mansion prepared for me where I can 

live with my Savior eternally. Hallelujah to the risen Lamb!” 

Chancel Choir and First Pres Brass 
 

 SECOND SCRIPTURE READING                  Luke 24:13-32 

  (Pew Bible, p. 860) Rev. Rebekah Anderson 
The Word of the Lord/Thanks be to God! 

 

 SERMON                           Rev. Rebekah Anderson 

“Coming Back to Life: Awakening” 
 

HYMN 664                “Morning Has Broken”                               BUNESSAN 

 

GIVING THANKS TO GOD 
 

 PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE    Rev. Laura Sherwood 

 

 LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
 our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

 CALL FOR OFFERING (See back for other giving options.) 

 

 OFFERTORY    “And Then Shall Your Light Break Forth”  F. Mendelssohn 

“And then, then shall your light break forth as the light of morning breaketh, and your 
health shall speedily spring forth then; And the glory of the Lord ever shall reward you, 
the glory of the Lord ever shall reward you. Lord our creator, how excellent they Name 

is in all the nations, thou fillest heaven with thy glory. Amen!” 

Chancel Choir and First Pres Brass 
 

DOXOLOGY (Hymn 609)  

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. Praise God, all creatures high 
 and low. Alleluia, alleluia! Praise God, in Jesus fully known: Creator, 
 Word, and Spirit one. Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING    Rev. Laura Sherwood 
 One: Gracious God, as you revealed yourself to Mary that Easter morning, so 
  reveal yourself to us. By the power of your Spirit, give each of us faith, 
  that hearing your Word we, too, may proclaim, “I have seen the Lord!”  
  All: Amen. 
 

GOING FORTH IN GOD’S NAME 
 

HYMN 233               “The Day of Resurrection!”                     LANCASHIRE 

 

CHARGE & BENEDICTION               Rev. Rebekah Anderson 

 

CHORAL RESPONSE  “The Lord Is My Light”           Frances Allitsen 
“The Lord is my light, and my salvation. Whom, then, shall I fear?  

The Lord is the strength of my life. Of whom, then, shall I be afraid?” 

Chancel Choir 
 

 POSTLUDE     “Toccata” from the Fifth Organ Symphony           C. M. Widor 

First Pres Brass and Organ 
 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
 
 

Fellowship Time Hosts:  The Grochocki Family 
Preaching: Rev. Rebekah Anderson 
Liturgists: Revs. Laura Sherwood & Barbara Gorsky 
Associate Director of Music and Organist:  Christopher Urban 
Tech Support and Livestream: Amy Senior and Jonah White 
First Pres Brass: Eric Allen and Damian Guillen, trumpet; Joan Morrone, 
 horn; Todd Smith, trombone; Zachary Singer, percussion 
 

 

GATHERING AS GOD’S PEOPLE 
 

 PRELUDE                       “An Easter Celebration”                     Joel Raney 

First Pres Brass and Organ 
 

The prelude is your invitation to quiet preparation 
for the worship of Almighty God. 

 

WELCOME                 Rev. Rebekah Anderson 

 

 AWAKENING OF LIGHT 
 

 INTROIT                              “Fanfare for Easter”                     Kenneth Walton 

“Christ is risen, Alleluia! 
Death hath no more dominion over Him, 

Christ is risen, Alleluia!” 

Chancel Choir and First Pres Brass 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP         Rev. Barbara Gorsky 

 One:  Give thanks to the Lord, for God is good! 
 All: God’s steadfast love endures forever!  
 One: Let Israel say, 
 All: God’s steadfast love endures forever! 
 One: Let the house of Aaron say, 
 All: God’s steadfast love endures forever! 
 One: Let all who fear the Lord say, 
 All: God’s steadfast love endures forever! Let us worship the risen God! 
 

HYMN 232               “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today”               EASTER HYMN 

 

 CALL TO CONFESSION                                              
 

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
 On this bright and joyful day, we bring our whole selves to you, loving 
 God, honestly naming the truth about our lives. In our lives we often sink 
 under piles of shame, judgment, and self-pity, at times feeling closer to 
 hell than heaven. Awaken us, oh God. Bring us back to life. Restore, 
 refresh, and renew us in body, mind and heart. In the name of the risen 
 Christ we pray... 
 

 WORDS OF FORGIVENESS 

 One: Hear this good news: The Son of Man is not among the dead, but is 
  among the living! The risen Lord wipes away all shame and casts light 
  over every shadow. We are drenched in radiating mystery: God is with 
  us. Receive the wonderful news: Through Christ, each of us is awakened 
  and restored. In Jesus Christ you have come back to life. 
 

GLORIA PATRI (Hymn 581) 

 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was 
 in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, 
 Amen. 
 

TIME OF GREETING 
 



Prayer Requests Church Life    

 

About First Pres 

 

 

 

 

 



Serving, Giving, and Growing 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Worship Next Sunday Upcoming Events 

• 

• 

• 
 $295.00 

mailto:debbiewalter@firstpresah.org

	042025 (Easter)
	04-20-25 CL

