
 

  GATHERING     “Amazing Grace / My Chains Are Gone” 
 

 WELCOME                                                  Rev. Barbara Gorsky 
 

 LENGTHENING OF LIGHT 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

 One: Happy are those who are honest with God. 
 All: Happy are those whose sin is forgiven. 
 One: Therefore, let all who are faithful offer prayer to the Lord in times of distress. 
 All: For God is our refuge and protects us in times of trouble. 
 One: Be glad in the Lord and rejoice! 
   All: Let us shout for joy! Let us worship God! 
 

“MORNING HAS BROKEN”          Gaelic Melody 
 

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION AND HOPEFULNESS          
 Holy God, we confess that we keep silent when we should speak. We see 
 iniquity and the injustices of the world, yet are content not to call them out. 
 We withhold kind words, yet are quick to speak in judgement. Forgive us, 
 O God. Direct the way we should go and help us to use our voices to 
 spread your grace and truth…(silent prayer) 
 

 WORDS OF FORGIVENESS 
 

SUNG RESPONSE        “Shine, Jesus, Shine”      REFRAIN TO HYMN 192 
 

TIME OF GREETING 
 

 ANNOUNCEMENTS         Rev. Laura Sherwood 
 Please sign the Friendship Pad and pass it along to those around you. 
 

 PNC UPDATE 
 

 PSALM 32                                     Rev. Barbara Gorsky 
 

 MESSAGE         Oddny Gumaer 
“Coming Back to Life: Ambassadors of Reconciliation” 

Scripture: 2 Corinthians 5:16-21 
 

“SPIRIT SONG”                               John Wimber 
 

 PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Rev. Barbara Gorsky 

 

 SHARING OUR GIFTS (See back for other giving options.) 

                   “What the World Needs Now”                  Burt Bacharach 
 

   PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  
 

“IT IS WELL WITH MY SOUL”                                      Philip Bliss 
 

CHARGE & BENEDICTION                                
 

 SENDING                    “How Great Thou Art” 

 

Please stand as you are able. 
 

Music: Bruce Blanck, piano; Dick Daugherty, reeds; Gordon Johnson, bass  

 

Thank you for worshiping with us this morning. 
 

Stop by the Welcome Center in the Narthex (lobby) to pick up 
information that will acquaint you with our church services and 
programs. You are also invited to join the conversation on 
Facebook, at facebook.com/firstpresah, X, at @FirstPresAh, and 
Instagram, at @firstpresah. We look forward to connecting with 
you again. Please scan the QR code to visit our website for more information. 

 
CHILD CARE  
Children of all ages are warmly welcomed and encouraged to participate in 
worship. Child care is available (infants through age four) in the Christian 
Education Wing (8:45 am – 11:45 am).  

 
CHILDREN’S WORSHIP ACTIVITY BAGS 
Activity bags for children are available at the Sanctuary and Chapel entrances. 
Please put used bags in the basket after worship. 

 
CLASSES FOR ALL AGES  
From September through May, Sunday morning Christian education classes are 
held for all ages. These include classes for preschool, elementary, middle 
school, and high school students, as well as education and discussion groups for 
adults. To learn more, visit firstpresah.org or call the church office at 
847-255-5900. 

 
SPECIAL ASSISTANCE 
For worship in the Sanctuary, large print bulletins, and hearing amplifiers 
(some with T-Coil lanyard adapters) are available from the ushers. 

 
IMPORTANT WORSHIP REMINDERS 
Please silence cell phones and refrain from taking photos or recording the 
worship service. Services are webcast live at firstpresah.org/experience/
livestream. To download or listen to a podcast of today’s sermon, search Apple 
podcasts for The Word @ First Pres. Past sermons are available at 
firstpresah.org/experience/sermons. 

 
SOURCES FOR WORSHIP 
All liturgies are from Call to Worship Year C, PC(USA); scriptures are from the 
New Revised Standard Updated Edition (NRSVUE). 

 
QR CODE FOR THE ONLINE GIVING PORTAL 
Please scan the QR code to access our online giving portal. Please 
select “General Fund” or other offering option. You may also text 
11855 to 73256 to give. Thank you for your generous support! 
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HEARING GOD’S WORD 
 

 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                           Rev. Laura Sherwood 

 

 FIRST SCRIPTURE READING                            Psalm 32 

(Pew Bible, p. 440) Rev. Laura Sherwood 
The Word of the Lord/Thanks be to God! 

 

 ANTHEM                              “Exsultate Justi”                         John Williams 

“We praise you, we give praise! Exult, you just, in the Lord; Exult in the Lord. 
Praise from the upright is fitting. Alleluia! The Lord is Savior, Savior of the world: 

You who take away the sins of the world.”  

Chancel Choir 
 

 SECOND SCRIPTURE READING      2 Corinthians 5:16-21 

  (Pew Bible, p. 940) Oddny Gumaer 
The Word of the Lord/Thanks be to God! 

 

 SERMON                Oddny Gumaer 
“Coming Back to Life: Ambassadors of Reconciliation” 

 

HYMN 774                “There Is Now a New Creation”                STUTTGART 

 

GIVING THANKS TO GOD 
 

 PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE    Rev. Laura Sherwood 

 

 LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
 come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day  
 our daily bread; and forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin 
 against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

 CALL FOR OFFERING (See back for other giving options.) 

 

 OFFERTORY  “My Jesus, I Love Thee”                 Paul Sjolund 
“My Jesus I love Thee, I know Thou art mine; For Thee all the follies of sin I resign, 
My gracious Redeemer, my Savior art Thou: If ever I loved Thee my Jesus 'tis now. I 
love Thee because Thou has first loved me, And purchased my pardon on Calvary's 

tree. I love Thee for wearing the thorns on Thy brow: If ever I loved Thee my Jesus 'tis 
now. In mansions of glory and endless delight, I'll ever adore Thee in heaven so bright; 
I'll sing with the glittering crown on my brow: If ever I loved Thee, my Jesus 'tis now.” 

Chancel Choir; John Eckhardt, violin 
 

RESPONSE (Hymn 662, vs. 1)  

 Christ, whose glory fills the skies; Christ, the true, the only light; 
 Sun of Righteousness, arise; triumph o’er the shades of night; 
 Dayspring from on high, be near; Daystar, in my heart appear.  
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  
 One: You have shown us, O God, the sacrifice that you desire. Now use 
  these gifts—and use our lives—to liberate the oppressed, to break the 
  bonds of injustice, to feed the hungry, welcome the poor and unite the 
  human family; all in the name and for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 All: Amen. 

GOING FORTH IN GOD’S NAME 
 

HYMN 74       “When God Restored Our Common Life”        RESIGNATION 

 

CHARGE & BENEDICTION                  

 

 CHORAL RESPONSE  “The Lord Is My Light”           Frances Allitsen 
“The Lord is my light, and my salvation. Whom, then, shall I fear?  

The Lord is the strength of my life. Of whom, then, shall I be afraid?” 

Chancel Choir 
 

 POSTLUDE                              “Chaconne”                              Louis Couperin 

 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
 
Fellowship Hosts: PNC (Pastor Nominating Committee) 
Flowers: Cynthia Goldsberry—In loving memory of my husband, Bill 
Preaching: Oddny Gumaer 
Liturgists: (9:00 am) Revs. Laura Sherwood & Barbara Gorsky 
 (10:30 am) Rev. Laura Sherwood 
Associate Director of Music and Organist:  Christopher Urban 
Tech Support and Livestream: Amy Senior and Jonah White 

 

WORSHIP NOTES 

GATHERING AS GOD’S PEOPLE 
 

 PRELUDE        “Méditation from Thaïs”               Jules Massenet 

John Eckhardt, violin 
 

The prelude is your invitation to quiet preparation 
for the worship of Almighty God. 

 

WELCOME         Rev. Laura Sherwood 

 

 LENGTHENING OF LIGHT 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP  

 One: Happy are those who are honest with God. 
 All: Happy are those whose sin is forgiven. 
 One: Therefore, let all who are faithful offer prayer to the Lord in times of 
  distress. 
 All: For God is our refuge and protects us in times of trouble. 
 One: Be glad in the Lord and rejoice! 
   All: Let us shout for joy! Let us worship God! 
 

HYMN 475       “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”             NETTLETON 

 

 CALL TO CONFESSION                                              
 

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
 Holy God, we confess that we keep silent when we should speak. We see 
 iniquity and the injustices of the world, yet are content not to call them 
 out. We withhold kind words, yet are quick to speak in judgement. 
 Forgive us, O God. Direct the way we should go and help us to use our 
 voices to spread your grace and truth… 
 

 SILENT CONFESSION  
   (please pray a silent and personal prayer of confession during this time) 

 …in Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
 

 WORDS OF FORGIVENESS 

 One: Happy are those whose sin is forgiven. Be glad and rejoice, for in Christ, 
  we are a new creation. 
 All: Thanks be to God! In Jesus Christ we are forgiven!  
 

RESPONSE (Refain: Hymn 377) 

 In him there is no darkness at all. The night and the day are both alike. 
 The Lamb is the light of the city of God. Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus. 
 

TIME OF GREETING 

 

 COMMUNITY LIFE 
 Please sign the Friendship Pad and pass it along to those around you. 

 
 PNC UPDATE 
 



Prayer Requests Church Life    

 

About First Pres 
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