
 
  WELCOME                                             Rev. Rebekah Anderson 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
 One: The eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped. 
 All: The lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing 
  for joy. 
 One: For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert. 
 All: The burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs 
  of water. 
 
“10,000 REASONS (BLESS THE LORD)”               Myrin & Redman 
 
 PRAYER OF CONFESSION AND HOPEFULNESS          

Rev. Rebekah Anderson 
 You love us with open arms, O God. Forgive us when we do not put your love 
 into practice: when we do not challenge the injustice around us; when we are not 
 generous with the gifts we have to share; when we are slow to compassion and 
 quick to judgment; when we contribute to the brokenness of the world instead of 
 helping to make it whole. Forgive us, O God, of the ways we fall short. Free us to 
 try again, and let your love lead the way. 
 

SUNG RESPONSE     “Amen”                  HYMN  600


TIME OF GREETING    Rev. Rebekah Anderson 
 

 ANNOUNCEMENTS                     
 Please sign the Friendship Pad and pass it along to those around you. 
 

 PSALM 146                               
 

 MESSAGE                  “Streams in the Desert”             Rev. Laura Sherwood 
Scripture: Isaiah 35:4-7a 

 

 SONG                         “The River of Dreams”                           Billy Joel 
 

 PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Rev. Barbara Gorsky 

 One: Lord, in your mercy,  
 All: hear our prayer.  
 

 SHARING OUR GIFTS (See back for other giving options.) 
                           “Hunger and Thirst”                         Moffitt & Smith 
 

   PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING       Rev. Barbara Gorsky 
 

“STAND IN YOUR LOVE”                      Hulse, Baldwin, Harris, & Springer 
 

CHARGE & BENEDICTION          Rev. Laura Sherwood 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
 
Compass: Dan Berg, guitar; Amy Carroll, piano; Kevin Carroll, bass; Nate 
Montgomery, drums; Adam Hendrickson, guitar/vocals; Greg Schultz, saxophone; 
Todd Smith, trombone; Katie Walsh, vocals  

 

A congregation of the Presbyterian Church (USA) 
Organized in 1855 

 
 
 
 

SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

 
SEPTEMBER 8, 2024 
9:00 & 10:30 AM 

 

First Presbyterian Church 
of Arlington Heights 

“In a state of grace, the soul is like a well of limpid water, from 
which flow only streams of clearest crystal. 

Its works are pleasing both to God and man, rising from the River 
of Life, beside which it is rooted like a tree.”  

— St. Teresa of Avila 

First Presbyterian Church of Arlington Heights 
302 N. Dunton Avenue  •  Arlington Heights, IL 60004 

  847-255-5900  • firstpresah.org  •  mail@firstpresah.org 

Choose love. Be the light. Change the w orld. 

 
Thank you for worshiping with us this morning. 

 
Stop by the Welcome Center in the Narthex (lobby) to pick up 
information that will acquaint you with our church services and 
programs. You are also invited to join the conversation on 
Facebook, at facebook.com/firstpresah, X, at @FirstPresAh, and 
Instagram, at @firstpresah. We look forward to connecting with 
you again. Please scan the QR code to visit our website for more information. 
 
CHILD CARE  
Children of all ages are warmly welcomed and encouraged to participate in 
worship. Child care is available (infants through age four) in the Christian 
Education Wing (8:45 am – 11:45 am).  
 
CHILDREN’S WORSHIP ACTIVITY BAGS 
Activity bags for children are available at the Sanctuary and Chapel entrances. 
Please put used bags in the basket after worship. 
 
CLASSES FOR ALL AGES  
From September through May, Sunday morning Christian education classes are 
held for all ages. These include classes for preschool, elementary, middle 
school, and high school students, as well as education and discussion groups for 
adults. To learn more, visit firstpresah.org or call the church office at 
847-255-5900. 
 
SPECIAL ASSISTANCE 
For worship in the Sanctuary, large print bulletins, and hearing amplifiers 
(some with T-Coil lanyard adapters) are available from the ushers. 
 
IMPORTANT WORSHIP REMINDERS 
Please silence cell phones and refrain from taking photos or recording the 
worship service. Services are webcast live at firstpresah.org/experience/
livestream. To download or listen to a podcast of today’s sermon, search Apple 
podcasts for The Word @ First Pres. Past sermons are available at 
firstpresah.org/experience/sermons. 
 
SOURCES FOR WORSHIP 
All liturgies are from Call to Worship, Presbyterian Publishing; scriptures are 
from the New Revised Standard Updated Edition (NRSVUE). 

 
QR CODE FOR THE ONLINE GIVING PORTAL 
Please scan the QR code to access our online giving portal. Please 
select “General Fund” or other offering option. You may also text 
11855 to 73256 to give. Thank you for your generous support! 
 

 
 
 
 
 



HEARING GOD’S WORD 

 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION              Rev. Barbara Gorsky 

FIRST SCRIPTURE READING        Psalm 146 
(Pew Bible, p. 507) Rev. Barbara Gorsky 

The Word of the Lord/Thanks be to God! 

 ANTHEM                          “Come to the Water”                            John Foley 
“O let all who thirst, let them come to the water. And let all who have nothing, 

let them come to the Lord: without money, without price. Why should you pay the price, 
except for the Lord? And let all who seek, let them come to the water. And let all who 

have nothing, let them come to the Lord: without money, without strife. Why should you 
spend your life, except for the Lord? And let all who toil, let them come to the water. 

And let all who are weary, let them come to the Lord: all who labor, without rest. 
How can your soul find rest, except for the Lord? And let all the poor, let them come to 
the water, Bring the ones who are laden, bring them all to the Lord: bring the children 

without might. Easy the load and light: come to the Lord.” 
Chancel Choir 

 SECOND SCRIPTURE READING                   Isaiah 35:4-7a 
  (Pew Bible, p. 578) Rev. Laura Sherwood 

The Word of the Lord/Thanks be to God! 

 SERMON                     “Streams in the Desert”          Rev. Laura Sherwood 

HYMN 840   “It Is Well with My Soul”          VILLE  DU HAVRE 

GIVING THANKS TO GOD 

 PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Rev. Barbara Gorsky 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day  
our daily bread; and forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

CALL FOR OFFERING (See back for other giving options.) 

 OFFERTORY       “O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing”     Eric Nelson 
Text from Hymn 610 

Chancel Choir and First Pres Brass 

DOXOLOGY (Hymn 607)
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise Christ, all people here
below; praise Holy Spirit evermore; praise Triune God, whom we adore.
Amen.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
One: We give you thanks and praise, O God, for you have chosen the

poverty of the world to make your people rich in faith. Help us to put 
our faith into practice through the offering of our lives—giving food to 
the hungry, clothes to the naked, and shelter to the poor; all for the 
sake of Jesus Christ our Lord, your Word made flesh. 

 All: Amen. 

GOING FORTH IN GOD’S NAME 

HYMN 547       “Go, My Children, with My Blessing”        AR HYD Y NOS 

CHARGE & BENEDICTION   Rev. Laura Sherwood 

POSTLUDE        “Allemande”                 Anthony Holborne 

Please stand as you are able.

Fellowship Hosts:  Fall Fest! 
Preaching: Rev. Laura Sherwood 
Liturgist: Rev. Rebekah Anderson (9:00 am) & Rev. Barbara Gorsky (9:00 

& 10:30 am) 
Director of Music and Worship:  Adam Hendrickson 
Associate Director of Music and Organist:  Christopher Urban 
First Pres Brass: Eric Allen & Jered Montgomery, trumpet; Joan Morrone, 
horn; Rodd Smith, trombone 
Tech Support and Livestream: Amy Senior and Jonah White 

WORSHIP NOTES 

GATHERING AS GOD’S PEOPLE 

PRELUDE     “It Is Well With My Soul”    Wagner arr. Morrone 
First Pres Brass and Organ 

The prelude is your invitation to quiet preparation 
for the worship of Almighty God. 

WELCOME    Rev. Laura Sherwood 

CALL TO WORSHIP
One: The eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped.
All: The lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing

for joy.
One: For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert.
All: The burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs

of water. 

HYMN 611            “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee”                HYMN TO JOY

CALL TO CONFESSION                                         Rev. Barbara Gorsky

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
You love us with open arms, O God. Forgive us when we do not put your
love into practice: when we do not challenge the injustice around us; when
we are not generous with the gifts we have to share; when we are slow to
compassion and quick to judgment; when we contribute to the brokenness
of the world instead of helping to make it whole. Forgive us, O God, of the
ways we fall short. Free us to try again, and let your love lead the way...

SILENT CONFESSION
(please pray a silent and personal prayer of confession during this time)
…in Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

WORDS OF FORGIVENESS
One: Now stand firm in your faith, covered by the saving grace of God and

ready to proclaim the gospel of peace. In the name of Jesus Christ, we 
are forgiven! 

All: Thanks be to God! 

GLORIA PATRI (Hymn 581)
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was
in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen,
Amen.

TIME OF GREETING

 COMMUNITY LIFE Rev. Laura Sherwood 
Please sign the Friendship Pad and pass it along to those around you. 



STAFF 
 

Interim Pastor / Head of Staff: 
Laura Sherwood 

Interim Associate Pastor: 
Barbara Gorsky 

Associate Pastor of Children, Youth  
and Families: Rebekah Anderson 

Director of Music and Worship:  
Adam Hendrickson 

Associate Director of Music and 
Organist: Christopher Urban 

Worship Technicians:  
Amy Senior, Jonah White 
 

 

 

 

 
Today Two Worship Services, Education for Children & Youth 
 Returns 
Today Kick-off Sunday Celebration 
September 11 Prayer Vigil for 9/11 
September 11 Family Night Returns 
September 15 Sunday Adult Education Returns 
September 25 PW Program: Safe Landing 
September 29 September Book Club 
October 2 Wednesdays@Noon 
October 13 Concert 
October 20 New Member Class 
October 30 Wednesdays@Noon 
 
PASTORAL CARE — If you have a death in the family, an anticipated 
surgery, the birth of a new baby, or if you or a loved one are struggling, your 
pastors and church family want to be there to support you. Please contact 
Rev. Barbara Gorsky, at barbaragorsky@firstpresah.org, or 847-255-5900, 
extension 225 or Rev. Laura Sherwood, at laurasherwood@firstpresah.org or 
847-255-5900, extension 229 or call the office to share your pastoral needs. 
 
LIVE WEBCAST & WORSHIP RECORDINGS — Services are webcast live 
at firstpresah.org/experience/livestream. To download or listen to a podcast 
of today’s sermon, search Apple podcasts for The Word @ First Pres. Past 
sermons are available at firstpresah.org/experience/sermons. If you need help 
with technical problems, please send an email to webcasting@firstpresah.org. 
 
GET CONNECTED — Join the conversation on Facebook, at facebook.com/
firstpresah; Twitter, at @FirstPresAH; and Instagram, at @firstpresah. 
Download the free ACS Church Life app or visit the website to access the 
church directory or manage your giving online. We look forward to 
connecting with you!  

About First Pres 

Business Administrator: 
Debbie Walter 

Senior Administrative Assistant:  
Mary Fino 

Administrative Assistant /  
Receptionist: Carol Vega 

Director of First Pres PDO & 
Preschool: Coleen Anzalone 

Nursery Coordinator: Beth Johnson 

Save the Date 

        Choose love. Be the light. Change the w orld.          
First Presbyterian Church of Arlington Heights 
302 North Dunton, Arlington Heights, IL 60004 
847-255-5900 / www.firstpresah.org / mail@firstpresah.org 

Prayer Requests 
Healing & Comfort 

First Pres Community 
Mario Alberico 
Carole Anderson 
Don & Judy Ayers 
Dawn Bruce 
Lee Bruce 
Laura Carlson 
Jean Castles 
Mary Clarbour 
 
 
Friends & Family 
Colton — Kathy Sobeski’s neighbor’s 
 Grandson 
Cora Bigger— sister of Launa Ismail 
Karl Gates — friend of Mary 
 Kiepura 
Don Gross — father of Suzanne 
 Kowalski 
Donna Hames — friend of Mary 
 Halatek 
Debbie & Peter Jung — friends of Jim 
 & Ingrid Kaufman 
Monica Kotas — sister of Mario 
 Alberico 
Desa Peric— great-granddaughter of 
 Steve Smith 
 
 
 
Congratulation to 
Tyler and Taylor Nutting, on the birth of their son, Brody Knox Nutting.  
 Congratulations to great-grandparents, Donald and Donna Holmes 
 
 
Serving in the Armed Services 
MU2 Wesley Carroll, Navy — son of Kevin and Amy Carroll, grandson 
 of JoAnn Thompson 
Lt. Col. Michael B. Ford, US Army Reserves — stepson of Kris Ford 
Brandon Latuzek — nephew of Elaine Chen 
 

Nancy Conning 
Marilyn Giacoppi 
Marylyn Jirsa 
Betty Launer 
Patty Richard 
Scott Sinclair 
Amy Sonderegger 
Bea Sonderegger 

Phil Perillo — brother of Kristie 
 Cerniglia 
Jerry Shields — husband of Dianne 
 Shields 
Jood Singer — daughter-in-law of  
 Jo Christian 
Tom Spaeth — friend of Steve Smith 
Claire Walsh — cousin of Mary 
 Hebden 
Dave Weiss — brother of Rev. 
 Barbara Gorsky 
Pamela Wilson — daughter-in-law of
 Al & Karen Wilson 
Carol Wyse — sister of Joyce Spohr 

NEW WORSHIP SCHEDULE, EDUCATION, FALL KICK-OFF AND 
RETURN OF HSYG — Today — We move back to two worship times, 9:00 
am (modern) and 10:30 am (traditional). Education also resumes for children 
and youth from 10:30-11:30 am. Nursery care is available from 8:45-11:45 
am. Sunday adult education begins September 15. If you have questions about 
children’s or youth offerings, please contact Rev. Rebekah Anderson at 
rebekahanderson@firstpresah.org. 
 

Please join us after the 10:30 am worship service for food, fun and fellowship 
in the parking lot. Activities include a bouncy slide for children, petting zoo, 
pony rides and live music. This is a great opportunity to invite a friend or 
neighbor to see all First Pres has to offer. 
 
HSYG KICKS OFF TONIGHT — Youth in grades 9-12 are invited to return 
to youth group. We’ll meet at the church for dinner at 5:45pm and continue 
from 6:00-8:00 pm for fellowship and games. Can’t wait to see you there! If 
you have questions, please contact Rev. Rebekah Anderson at 
rebekahanderson@firstpresah.org. 
 
PW BIBLE STUDY BOOK SALE — Today / Narthex — Presbyterian Women 
will be selling the 2024-25 Bible Study books, Let Justice Roll Down, in the 
Narthex following worship. The regular print books are $12 each, and large 
print versions are $15. Cash or checks are accepted. If paying cash, singles are 
welcome.   
 
PRAYER VIGIL FOR 9/11 — Wednesday, September 11 / 12:00 pm / 
Sanctuary — Join us as we remember the nearly 3,000 people killed during the 
9/11 attacks in New York, Washington, DC and on Flight 93 in Shanksville, 
PA. 
 
 

September 8 — Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
8:45 am – 11:15 am — Child care (infants – 4 years) — Room 205/207  
   (Blue Room), Main Floor Christian Education (CE) Wing 
9:00 am Worship — Chapel 
10:00 am Adult Choir Rehearsal — Choir Auditorium 
10:00 am Fellowship Time — Parlor, Narthex 
10:30 am Worship — Sanctuary 
10:30 am Preschool Sunday School (3- & 4-year olds) — Room 206 
10:30 am K-5 Sunday School — Room 304 
10:30 am Sunday School (Grades 6-7 & 9-12) — Room 301/303 
10:30 am Confirmation — Room 109/111 
11:30 am Fall Kick-Off Celebration — Parking Lot 
5:00 pm Youth Handbell Choir Rehearsal — Bell Choir Room 
5:45 pm Youth Handbell Choir/HSYG Dinner — Fellowship Hall 
6:00 pm HSYG — HS Lounge, Gym 
 

Church Life    
 

September 8, 2024 

We believe in building the kingdom of God in this world. We strive to be a  
welcoming and inclusive church that celebrates the diversity existing in our 
community. That means bringing good news to the poor, freedom to the  
oppressed, welcoming the stranger, and loving one another as Jesus loves us. We 
do this by choosing love and being the light that changes the world. Thank you for 
worshiping with us in this spirit. 



Serving, Giving, and Growing 
September 15, 2024: Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 
9:00 am — Worship (Chapel) 
Music: Compass 

10:30 am — Worship (Sanctuary) 
Music: Chancel Choir 

Preacher: Rev. Laura Sherwood 
Scriptures: Isaiah 50:4-9a; James 3:1-12 
Sermon Title: “Wise Words” 

If you give electronically but would like to put something in the offering plate, 
we invite you to use the laminated bookmarks available in the pew rack in front 
of you. We will be keeping you abreast of your generosity.  

*CURRENT GIVING OPPORTUNITY: Presbyterian Disaster Assistance
(PDA) Tornado and Windstorm Fund — Through September, Sunday morning
bookmark donations will support the Presbyterian Disaster Assistance Tornado
and Windstorm Fund. In response to the outbreak of tornadoes resulting in
widespread damage in the Midwest and elsewhere, the Mission Committee has
voted to direct the bookmark funds to the PDA Tornado and Windstorm Fund.
This fund supplements the One Great Hour of Sharing Offering to enable a
significant response to tornadoes and windstorms. This might include
immediate relief, long-term rebuilding and emotional/spiritual care.

HAPPY FALL KICK-OFF FROM THE FIRST PRES PDO & PRESCHOOL 
STAFF! — We are all so excited to open our classroom doors tomorrow, 
September 9. The school staff consists of experienced educators from the 
community and First Pres. We look forward to our 46th year of crafting, gluing, 
exploring and enriching those youngest in our care. We hope it is a great year 
for all! 

FOOD BARREL COLLECTION — The Mission Committee has voted to direct 
the donations for the next quarter (July-September) to the Village of Mount 
Prospect Food Pantry in support of the families displaced by the recent 
apartment fire. Please place items in the barrels located in the Narthex and 
outside the Chapel. 

MARY AND MARTHA’S LENDING CLOSET — What 
exactly is Mary and Martha’s Lending Closet? It’s a one-
stop shop for all things entertaining, from tables and 
chairs to serving dishes, dishes, glassware, vases, 
centerpieces, outdoor games and even a giant movie 
screen and projector for that fun backyard movie viewing. 

It’s the perfect place to borrow for your next book club, graduation party, 
shower, neighborhood gathering, casual or fancy dinner party. What are the 
fees? A donation to the closet goes towards programs that address food 
insecurity in the Chicagoland area. To make an appointment to reserve your 
items, email maryandmartha@firstpresah.org. 

Worship Next Sunday Upcoming Events 
FAMILY NIGHT PROGRAMMING — Begins Wednesday, 
September 11 / 6:00-8:00 pm / September through May — 
Come and share dinner and fellowship with families from 

First Pres and the broader community. This program includes dinner, adult 
education and programs for children and youth. 

Weekly Schedule: 
6:00-7:00 pm: Drop-in dinner time for all ages 
6:30-7:00 pm: Children’s Choir (grades K-5) 
7:00-8:00 pm: Classes and programs, including: 

ENGAGE & ENCOUNTER adult Christian education
Kids Connect (grades K-5)
Middle School Youth Group (grades 6-8)

ENGAGE & ENCOUNTER: The Confessions — Wednesdays, September 11 
through September 25 / 7:00 pm / Chapel / Instructors: Rev. Laura 
Sherwood, Rev, Barbara Gorsky & Rev. Craig Howard — The first Engage 
and Encounter session will focus on the confession of our faith. 
September 11: Pastors Laura and Barbara will start with an introduction to 
the confessions.  
September 18: We will review some of the most important confessions of our 
faith, led by Pastor Laura.  
September 25: The final class will focus on the confession process and the 
new confession being written for the PC(USA). The class will be led by Rev. 
Craig Howard, Executive Presbyter of the Chicago Presbytery. Craig began 
serving as Executive Presbyter of Chicago at the end of 2021. Before coming 
to Chicago, he served as Presbytery Leader of Giddings-Lovejoy in St. Louis, 
Ministry Relations Officer with the Presbyterian Foundation and as 
Presbytery Executive for the Presbytery of Milwaukee. 

PW CIRCLE MEETINGS — Presbyterian Women (PW) is a community of 
women helping to make a difference in the lives of others. We look forward 
to another year of growing, supporting each other and listening to God's 
word. Join us for our new study; Circle 1, 2, 3 Let Justice Roll Down and 
Circle 7 Environmental Justice. For more information, contact Ingrid 
Kaufman at ingridkaufman@icloud.com. 
Circle 7: Tuesday, September 17 / 7:00 pm / Parlor 
Circles 1, 2, 3: Wednesday, September 18 / 9:30 am / Parlor   

PW FALL GATHERING — Wednesday, September 25 / 9:30 am / Parlor — 
Safe Landing a Family’s Journey Following the Crash of American Airlines 
Flight 191 — PW will sponsor a program with Kim Jockl and Melody Smith 
whose parents, Bill and Corrine Borchers, were killed when American Airlines 
flight 191 crashed into an open field just north of Touhy Avenue in Elk Grove 
Township on May 25, 1979. After decades of grieving, soul searching, 
recollecting and connecting with the families of others who were killed in the 
crash, the siblings have put their personal story of survival and dealing with 
such a sudden loss into a book titled Safe Landing. It’s a combination of 
pictorial essay and a series of personal accounts of how the family has coped 
for the last 45 years with the sudden loss of their parents. Books will be 
available for purchase at the program. For questions please contact JoAnn 
Thompson at jaht623@gmail.com. 

WINE & CHEESE TASTING WITH THE BRIDGE (A Social Group for 
Adults ages 50 - 60+) — Saturday, October 5 / 6:00 pm / Home of Brian & 
Mary Larson — $25.00 per person for wine & cheese samplings. Plan to 
bring a small appetizer to share before the tasting, or a heavy appetizer/small 
dessert for afterward. Kelly and Mary will coordinate this with those planning 
to attend. RSVP to Kelly Dean at k_p_dean@hotmail.com by September 28. 

COFFEE: GROUNDS FOR DISCUSSION & SERVICE — Sundays / 10:30-
11:30 am / Room 110 — Coffee Grounds is a member-led study group open to 
ALL adults, of ALL ages. September 15: Meet & Greet — Join us as we gather 
to kick-off the Christian educational season and learn about plans for studies 
this fall. Light snacks will be provided. September 22-November 10: Invitation 
to the Old Testament (8-week study) — Explore the Old Testament's story of 
God and God’s calling of the people of Israel through the many “voices” of the 
biblical text. Hear the magnificence of a Creation hymn, discover the law and 
wisdom teachings, listen to the warning of the prophets and explore the poetry 
of the Song of Solomon. Ideal experience for adults who are interested in the 
practice of prayer and worship and would like to connect prayer practice with 
Scripture. The study is accessible for adults with little prior Bible experience. 
Participants gain a deeper understanding and appreciation of the Old 
Testament as an integral part of the Christian Bible and a renewed discovery of 
our identity in God and God’s vision for all things. Questions? Contact Kelly 
Dean at k_p_dean@hotmail.com. 

SEPTEMBER BOOK STUDY — Sunday, September 29 / 12:00 pm / 
Boardroom — Refugee High (Winner of the Studs and Ida Terkel Award) — 
Refugee High is a riveting chronicle of the 2017–18 school year at Sullivan 
High, a time when anti-immigrant rhetoric was at its height in the White 
House. Even as we follow teachers and administrators grappling with the 
everyday challenges facing many urban schools, we witness the complicated 
circumstances and unique education needs of refugee and immigrant children: 
Alejandro may be deported just days before he is scheduled to graduate; 
Shahina narrowly escapes an arranged marriage; and Belenge encounters gang 
turf wars he doesn’t understand. Equal parts heartbreaking and inspiring, 
Refugee High raises vital questions about the priorities and values of a public 
school and offers an eye-opening and captivating window into the present-day 
American immigration and education systems.  

NEW MEMBER & SEEKERS CLASS — October 20 / 11:45 am / Boardroom 
—  Our next new members class will take place on Sunday, October 20, at 
11:45 am in the Boardroom. Contact Rev. Laura Sherwood at 
laurasherwood@firstpresah.org for more information or to join the class. 

PASTOR NOMINATING COMMITTEE (PNC) FORMED AND 
WORKING! — Your PNC was elected in a congregational meeting on August 
25. They are already at work learning about their responsibilities and the
process for moving forward with the Pastor Search. Please keep all in your
prayers. PNC Members: John Goode, Mary Halatek, Mary Larson, Jeff
Martinka, Kate McVay, Joan Morrone, Jim Nelson, Mike Noble and Kris
Ward.

SEEKING VOLUNTEERS TO STAFF OUR NURSERY! — Would you like 
to volunteer your services at either the first or second service? We are looking 
for once a month volunteers or substitutes. Here are the requirements:  
Must be 18 or older, take “SAFE SANCTUARY” training, work in pairs once 
a month or more, have fun with babies/toddlers! Times available 8:45-10:15 
am or 10:15-11:45 am. If this volunteer position interests you, please contact 
Beth Johnson at btj0914@hotmail.com.  

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO HOST SUNDAY MORNING 
FELLOWSHIP TIME — Fellowship Time takes place after worship 
services for about 30 minutes. Anyone can host! Gather your 
family, a group of families, a group of friends, your book club, or 
your committee and scan the QR code to sign-up. 

Bookmarks  $1,428.00 


