
 

  WELCOME                                                    Adam Hendrickson 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

 One: Give thanks to the Lord with your whole heart  
 All: in the company of the congregation.  
 One: The Lord is gracious and merciful, ever mindful of the covenant.  
 All: The works of God’s hands are faithful and just, established forever and 
  ever. 
 One: Holy and awesome is God’s name.  
   All: God’s praise endures forever!   
 

“FOREVER”            Chris Tomlin 
 

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION AND HOPEFULNESS 
              Rev. Barbara Gorsky
 God of mercy, we confess that we have settled down and become satisfied 
 with our place in life. We have gotten comfortable wearing the labels given 
 to us, even if those labels discriminate against one another. We confess 
 that we are comfortable living under systems of injustice and exploitation. 
 We confess our discomfort in speaking truths that unmask idolatries. Make  
 us ready to follow Jesus, ready to repent and eager to change our hearts 
 and lives. Call to us again, and show us your mercy. Let us hear your good 
 news again. Amen. 
 

SUNG RESPONSE           “Glory to God”                                 HYMN  582 
 

TIME OF GREETING 
 

 ANNOUNCEMENTS                    
 Please sign the Friendship Pad and pass it along to those around you. 
 

 PSALM 111                              
 

 MESSAGE                      “Jesus is the Balm”               Rev. Laura Sherwood 

Scripture: Mark 1:21-28 
 

 SONG                                “Fix You”       

                       Martin, Buckland, Berryman, & Chapman 
 

 PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER 
             Rev. Barbara Gorsky
  

 SHARING OUR GIFTS  

      “All Things New”              Fielding & Ussher 
 

   PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  
 

“LEAN ON ME”                                              Bill Withers 
 

CHARGE & BENEDICTION          Rev. Laura Sherwood 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
 

Compass: Dan Berg, guitar; Amy Carroll, piano; Kevin Carroll, bass; Adam 
Hendrickson, guitar/vocals; Greg Schultz, saxophone; Todd Smith, drums;  
Katie Walsh, vocals  

Thank you for worshiping with us this morning. 
 

Stop by the Welcome Center in the Narthex (lobby) to pick up information that 
will acquaint you with our church services and programs. You are also invited 
to join the conversation on Facebook, at facebook.com/firstpresah, Twitter, at 
@FirstPresAh, and Instagram, at @firstpresah. We look forward to connecting 
with you again. 

 
CHILD CARE  
Children of all ages are warmly welcomed and encouraged to participate in 
worship. Child care is available (infants through age four) in the Christian 
Education Wing (8:45 am – 11:45 am).  

 
CLASSES FOR ALL AGES  
From September through May, Sunday morning Christian education classes are 
held for all ages. These include classes for preschool, elementary, middle 
school, and high school students, as well as education and discussion groups for 
adults. To learn more, visit firstpresah.org or call the church office at 
847-255-5900. 

 
SPECIAL ASSISTANCE 
For worship in the Sanctuary, large print bulletins, and hearing amplifiers 
(some with T-Coil lanyard adapters) are available from the ushers. 

 
IMPORTANT WORSHIP REMINDERS 
Please silence cell phones and refrain from taking photos or recording the 
worship service. Services are webcast live at firstpresah.org/experience/
livestream. To download or listen to a podcast of today’s sermon, search Apple 
podcasts for The Word @ First Pres. Past sermons are available at 
firstpresah.org/experience/sermons. 
 
SOURCES FOR WORSHIP 
All liturgies are from Call to Worship Year B Presbyterian Publishing; 
Scriptures are from the New Revised Standard Updated Edition (NRSVUE). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 



HEARING GOD’S WORD 
 

 PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION                               Rev. Barbara Gorsky 

 

 FIRST SCRIPTURE READING                          Psalm 111 

(Pew Bible, p. 490) Rev. Barbara Gorsky   
The Word of the Lord/Thanks be to God! 

 

 ANTHEM                           “Exultate, Jubilate”                        Gordon Young 

“Praise ye the Lord!  
He hath made known the wonder of His works. 

Praise ye the Lord! ” 

Chancel Choir 
 

 SECOND SCRIPTURE READING                   Mark 1:21-28 

  (Pew Bible, p. 812) Rev. Laura Sherwood 
The Word of the Lord/Thanks be to God! 

 

 SERMON                        “Jesus is the Balm”             Rev. Laura Sherwood 

 

HYMN (on screen)    “Have Thine Own Way, Lord!”                    ADELAIDE 

 

GIVING THANKS TO GOD 
 

 PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE     Rev. Barbara Gorsky      
 

 LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
 come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day  
 our daily bread; and forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin 
 against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

 CALL FOR OFFERING      

 

 OFFERTORY  “There Is a Balm in Gilead”                    Don Smith 
“There is a balm in Gilead to make the wounded whole, There is a balm in Gilead to 

heal the sin-sick soul. Sometimes I feel discouraged and think my work’s in vain, 
But then the Holy Spirit revives my soul again. If you cannot sing like angels, 

If you cannot preach like Paul, You can tell the love of Jesus who died to save us all.  
There is a balm in Gilead to make the wounded whole,  

There is a balm in Gilead to heal the sin-sick soul.” 

Chancel Choir 
 

DOXOLOGY (Hymn 607)  

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise Christ, all people here 
 below; praise Holy Spirit evermore; praise Triune God, whom we adore. 
 Amen.  
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING    Rev. Laura Sherwood 
 One: We praise and thank you, Lord God, for the majesty of your work, the 
  wisdom of your word, and the generosity of your grace. Let the gifts of  
  our lives bear witness to your goodness and mercy, your faithfulness  
  and justice, and your steadfast love for all. (Psalm 111)  
 All: Amen. 

 

GOING FORTH IN GOD’S NAME 
 

HYMN 610        “O for a Thousands Tongues to Sing”                     AZMON 

 

CHARGE & BENEDICTION       Rev. Laura Sherwood 

 

 POSTLUDE                          “Triumphal March”                         G. F. Handel 

 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
 
Flowers:  Suzanne Urban on the celebration of her 80th birthday.  
Listing of Worship Leaders: 
Preaching: Rev. Laura Sherwood 
Liturgist: (9:00 & 10:30) Rev. Barbara Gorsky  
Director of Music and Worship:  Adam Hendrickson 
Associate Director of Music and Organist:  Christopher Urban 
Guest Organist:  Royce Eckhardt 
Praise Band: Compass (9:00 am service) 
Tech Support and Livestream: Amy Senior and Jonah White 

 

WORSHIP NOTES 

GATHERING AS GOD’S PEOPLE 
 

 PRELUDE               “Come, Christians, Rejoice Today”                    J. S. Bach 

                                                             “Aria”                                Flor Peeters 
Royce Eckhardt, organist 

 

The prelude is your invitation to quiet preparation 
for the worship of Almighty God. 

 

WELCOME         Rev. Laura Sherwood 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP  

 One: Give thanks to the Lord with your whole heart 
 All: in the company of the congregation.   
 One: The Lord is gracious and merciful, ever mindful of the covenant.  
 All: The works of God’s hands are faithful and just, established forever 
  and ever. 
 One: Holy and awesome is God’s name   
   All:  God’s praise endures forever!   
 

HYMN 755              “Alleluia! Laud and Blessing”            WEISSE FLAGGEN 

 

 CALL TO CONFESSION                                         Rev. Barbara Gorsky      
 

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
 You have shown us, O God, what it means to follow you. Forgive us when 
 we fail; open our hearts and minds to your teachings. You modeled 
  compassion in the person of Jesus Christ, but we do not extend kindness  
 to strangers or friends. You challenge systems of injustice through the 
 movement of your spirit, but we keep choosing comfort over justice, the 
 status quo over the kingdom of God. You create all things good, and your 
 creation sings your praise, but we consider no creatures but ourselves and 
 wound your earth by our sin. Forgive us, O God. Pour your compassion 
 on us this day, and by your forgiveness, show us how to share it with one 
 another... 
 

 SILENT CONFESSION  
   (please pray a silent and personal prayer of confession during this time) 

 …in Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
 

 WORDS OF FORGIVENESS 

 One: Those who trust in the Lord will renew their strength. They will rise up 
  to fly like eagles, they will run and not be weary, they will walk and not 
  grow faith. (Isaiah 40:31) In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!  
 All: Thanks be to God.  
 

GLORIA PATRI (Hymn 581) 

 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was 
 in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. 
 Amen, Amen. 
 

TIME OF GREETING 
 

 COMMUNITY LIFE 
 Please sign the Friendship Pad and pass it along to those around you. 



About First Pres 

 

Prayer Requests Church Life    
 



Serving, Giving, and Growing Worship Next Sunday Upcoming Events 

• 

• 

• 

 $313.00 
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