
 
  WELCOME                                                              Rev. Laura Sherwood 
 

 LIGHTING OF THE SECOND ADVENT CANDLE - PEACE 
Todd Smith & Family 

 One: Into a violent world, Immanuel will be born, God-with-us, Prince of 
  Peace. And the Prince of Peace tells us when we become peacemakers, 
  we will be called Children of God. (Matthew 5:9)  
 All: Today, we light the candle of peace, because in God’s presence, we 
  find peace.  
 One: Let us bow in prayer: Immanuel, God-with-us, God of peace and promise, 
  our hearts are at peace because your Spirit, the Comforter, is with us 
  always. Because you have felt it all before and you know all we experience, 
  we have peace. 
 All: Amen. 
 

“HARK THE HERALD ANGELS SING”                        arr. Hendrickson 
 

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION AND HOPEFULNESS     Rev. Barbara Gorsky 
 Immanuel, God-with-us, God of peace and promise, we know we are never 
 alone because you are always with us. You were with us when we were 
 anxious and worried, unable to feel peace. You were with us when we were 
 causing chaos and disrupting the peace. You were with us when we 
 forfeited our peace in exchange for other obsessions. You know these 
 imperfections and moments of loss. We confess them with boldness 
 because you never leave nor forsake us. Forgive us, God. Amen. 
 

SUNG RESPONSE               “Glory to God”                                  HYMN  582 


TIME OF GREETING          Adam Hendrickson 
 

 MINUTE FOR MISSION          Kim Hogan 
 

 ANNOUNCEMENTS                       Rev. Barbara Gorsky 
 Please sign the Friendship Pad and pass it along to those around you. 
 

 PSALM 85:1-2, 8-13                               
 

 MESSAGE                 Rev. Laura Sherwood 
“God With Us Through the Gift of Peace” 

Scripture: Isaiah 40:1-11 
 

 SONG                      “Peace on Earth”  
                Evans, Hewson, Clayton & Mullen, Jr. 
 

 PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Rev. Barbara Gorsky 

 

 SHARING OUR GIFTS     “I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day” 
                                                                   Hall, Herms, Oliver & Longfellow 
 

   PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  
 

“LET THERE BE PEACE ON EARTH”                                  Jackson & Mill    


CHARGE & BENEDICTION          Rev. Laura Sherwood 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
 

Compass: Dan Berg, bass; Amy Carroll, piano; Kevin Carroll, bass; Adam 
Hendrickson, piano/vocals; Greg Schultz, saxophone; Todd Smith, drums; Katie 
Walsh, vocals 

Thank you for worshiping with us this morning. 
 

Stop by the Welcome Center in the Narthex (lobby) to pick up information that 
will acquaint you with our church services and programs. You are also invited 
to join the conversation on Facebook, at facebook.com/firstpresah, Twitter, at 
@FirstPresAh, and Instagram, at @firstpresah. We look forward to connecting 
with you again. 
 
CHILD CARE  
Children of all ages are warmly welcomed and encouraged to participate in 
worship. Child care is available (infants through age four) in the Christian 
Education Wing (8:45 am – 11:45 am).  
 
CLASSES FOR ALL AGES  
From September through May, Sunday morning Christian education classes are 
held for all ages. These include classes for preschool, elementary, middle 
school, and high school students, as well as education and discussion groups for 
adults. To learn more, visit firstpresah.org or call the church office at 
847-255-5900. 
 
SPECIAL ASSISTANCE 
For worship in the Sanctuary, large print bulletins, and hearing amplifiers 
(some with T-Coil lanyard adapters) are available from the ushers. 
 
IMPORTANT WORSHIP REMINDERS 
Please silence cell phones and refrain from taking photos or recording the 
worship service. Services are webcast live at firstpresah.org/experience/
livestream. To download or listen to a podcast of today’s sermon, search Apple 
podcasts for The Word @ First Pres. Past sermons are available at 
firstpresah.org/experience/sermons. 
 
SOURCES FOR WORSHIP 
Worship litanies and prayers from God with Us by Illustrated Ministry; unless 
otherwise indicated all scripture readings are from the New Revised Standard 
Version Updated Edition (NRSVUE). 
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 MINUTE FOR MISSION         Kim Hogan 
 
 COMMUNITY LIFE      Rev. Barbara Gorsky 
 Please sign the Friendship Pad and pass it along to those around you. 
 

HEARING GOD’S WORD 
 
 PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION                                     
 
 FIRST SCRIPTURE READING            Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13 

(Pew Bible, p. 473) Rev. Barbara Gorsky 
The Word of the Lord/Thanks be to God! 

 
 ANTHEM                              “Every Valley”                            Joseph Martin 
“Every valley shall be lifted, every mountain be made low. Every valley shall be lifted, 
and the crooked be made whole. Sound the trumpet for the glory of the Lord shall be 

revealed. Come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, that mourns in lowly 
exile here, until the Son of God appear, Emmanuel. Rejoice, give thanks and sing! 

Emmanuel shall come to Thee, O Israel, Rejoice! God’s glory be revealed.” 
Chancel Choir 

 
 SECOND SCRIPTURE READING                  Isaiah 40:1-11 

  (Pew Bible, p. 581) Rev. Laura Sherwood 
The Word of the Lord/Thanks be to God! 

 
 SERMON               Rev. Laura Sherwood 

“God With Us Through the Gift of Peace”  
 

HYMN 449    “Show Us, O Lord, Your Steadfast Love”                MENDON 
 

GIVING THANKS TO GOD 
 
 PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                Rev. Barbara Gorsky 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our sins, as we forgive 
 those who sin against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
 from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. 
 Amen. 
 
 CALL FOR OFFERING   
 
 OFFERTORY      “I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day”   Neil Harmon 
“I heard the bells on Christmas Day their old familiar carols play, and wild and sweet 
the words repeat of peace on earth, good will to all! And thought how, as the day had 
come, the belfries of all Christendom had rolled along the unbroken song of peace on 
earth, good will to all And in despair I bowed my head; ‘There is no peace on earth,’  
I said; ‘For hate is strong, and mocks the song of peace on earth, good will to all.’ 

Then pealed the bells more loud and deep: ‘God is not dead, nor doth he sleep! 
The Wrong shall fail, the Right prevail, with peace on earth, good will to all.’  
Till ringing, singing on its way, the world revolved from night to day, A voice, 

a chime, a chant sublime of peace on earth, good will to all! Amen!” 
Chancel Choir and Chancel Handbell Choir 

 
 

RESPONSE 
 What can I give him, poor as I am?  
 If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 
 if I were a wise man, I would do my part; 
 yet what I can I give him: give my heart. 
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  
 One: Immanuel, God-with-us, God of peace and promise, as we part with our 
  resources, returning an offering from the abundance of your provision, 
  we are filled with peace. We entrust this faith community to use our 
  collective gifts in partnering with your mission of peace on earth. 
  Receive our offering because we trust your promises, and we know we 
  will reap love and justice. 
 All: Amen. 
 

GOING FORTH IN GOD’S NAME 
 
HYMN 106           “Prepare the Way, O Zion” 

BEREDEN VÄG FÖR HERRAN  
 

CHARGE & BENEDICTION       Rev. Laura Sherwood 
 
POSTLUDE                   “Praise Ye the Lord of Hosts”    Camille Saint-Saëns  
 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
 
Listing of Worship Leaders: 
Preaching: Rev. Laura Sherwood 
Liturgist: Rev. Barbara Gorsky 
Pastors: Rev. Laura Sherwood, Interim Head of Staff, Rev. Barbara 
 Gorsky, Bridge Associate 

Director of Music and Worship:  Adam Hendrickson 
Associate Director of Music and Organist:  Christopher Urban 
Praise Band: Compass (9:00 am service) 
Tech Support and Livestream: Jonah White and Eric Larson, Jr. 

 
WORSHIP NOTES 

GATHERING AS GOD’S PEOPLE 
 

 PRELUDE                         “Carol of the Bells”     arr. Douglas Wagner  
                                                  “An English Carol”      arr. Arnold Sherman 

Chancel Handbell Choir; Nick Pulikowski, director 
 

The prelude is your invitation to quiet preparation 
for the worship of Almighty God. 

 
 WELCOME         Rev. Laura Sherwood 
 
 LIGHTING OF THE SECOND ADVENT CANDLE - PEACE 

Chancel Handbell Choir 
 One: Into a violent world, Immanuel will be born, God-with-us, Prince of 
  Peace. And the Prince of Peace tells us when we become peacemakers, 
  we will be called Children of God. (Matthew 5:9)  
 All: Today, we light the candle of peace, because in God’s presence, we 
  find peace.  
 One: Let us bow in prayer: Immanuel, God-with-us, God of peace and 
  promise, our hearts are at peace because your Spirit, the Comforter, is 
  with us always. Because you have felt it all before and you know all we 
  experience, we have peace. 
 All: Amen. 
 
HYMN 87           “Comfort, Comfort Now My People”              GENEVAN 42      

 
 CALL TO CONFESSION                                         Rev. Barbara Gorsky 
 
 PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
 Immanuel, God-with-us, God of peace and promise, we know we are 
 never alone because you are always with us. You were with us when we 
 were anxious and worried, unable to feel peace. You were with us when 
 we were causing chaos and disrupting the peace. You were with us when 
 we forfeited our peace in exchange for other obsessions. You know these 
 imperfections and moments of loss. We confess them with boldness 
 because you never leave nor forsake us. Forgive us, God... 
 
 SILENT CONFESSION  
   (please pray a silent and personal prayer of confession during this time) 
 …in Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
 
 WORDS OF FORGIVENESS 
 One: Because God is faithful to forgive us, and because God loves us  
  unconditionally, we are at peace with our Creator. Be pardoned. Receive 
  grace today and be free to love yourself, your neighbors and our God.  
 All: Thanks be to God! Amen. 
 
RESPONSE (Hymn 84 vs.1)  
  Creator of the stars of night, your people’s everlasting light, 
  O Christ, redeemer of us all, we pray you, hear us when we call. 
 
TIME OF GREETING 
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