
 

  WELCOME                                                    Adam Hendrickson 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

 One: We observe this day as the Lord’s Day, giving thanks to God,  
 All:  who gives justice to the oppressed, who forgives us and redeems us,  
 One: and crowns us with steadfast love and mercy.  
 All: Let us worship the One who is worthy of our praise! 
 

“ACT JUSTLY, LOVE MERCY, WALK HUMBLY”   
                                              Tomlin, Ingram, & Barrett 
 

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION AND HOPEFULNESS     Mary Larson 

 One: Let us approach God with the honesty of our lives: 
 All: Gracious God, the sins of our lives and our world are too heavy to 
  carry, too real to hide and too deep to undo. Forgive what our lips 
  tremble to name, what our hearts can no longer bear. Set us free from 
  a past that we cannot change; open to us a future in which we can be 
  changed; and grant us grace to grow more and more in your likeness 
  and image, through Jesus Christ, the light of the world, who meets us 
  where we are and offers us eternal hope. 
 

SUNG RESPONSE     “Amen”                  HYMN  600 
 

TIME OF GREETING 
 

 ANNOUNCEMENTS         Rev. Laura Sherwood               
 Please sign the Friendship Pad and pass it along to those around you. 
 

 MATTHEW 18:21-35                                               Mary Larson
  

 MESSAGE           “Will We Be Different on Monday?”  Rev. Laura Sherwood 

Scripture: Romans 14:1-12 
 

“BE THOU MY VISION”                             arr. Hendrickson 
 

 PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 One: Lord, in your mercy,  
 All: hear our prayer.  
 

 SHARING OUR GIFTS  

                        “You Have Shown Us”        Baloche, Chapman, Garrard, 
                           Houghton, Hughes, Kendrick, Park, Redman, Smith, Tomlin, & Zschech 
 

   PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  
  

“GOD OF JUSTICE”                                             Tim Hughes 
 

CHARGE & BENEDICTION                      Rev. Laura Sherwood 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
 

Compass: Dan Berg, guitar; Amy Carroll, piano; Kevin Carroll, bass; Adam 
Hendrickson, drums/vocals; Greg Schultz, saxophone; Katie Walsh, vocals  

Thank you for worshiping with us this morning. 
 

Stop by the Welcome Center in the Narthex (lobby) to pick up information that 
will acquaint you with our church services and programs. You are also invited 
to join the conversation on Facebook, at facebook.com/firstpresah, Twitter, at 
@FirstPresAh, and Instagram, at @firstpresah. We look forward to connecting 
with you again. 

 
CHILD CARE  
Children of all ages are warmly welcomed and encouraged to participate in 
worship. Child care is available (infants through age four) in the Christian 
Education Wing (8:45 am – 11:45 am).  

 
CLASSES FOR ALL AGES  
From September through May, Sunday morning Christian education classes are 
held for all ages. These include classes for preschool, elementary, middle 
school, and high school students, as well as education and discussion groups for 
adults. To learn more, visit firstpresah.org or call the church office at 
847-255-5900. 

 
SPECIAL ASSISTANCE 
For worship in the Sanctuary, large print bulletins, and hearing amplifiers 
(some with T-Coil lanyard adapters) are available from the ushers. 

 
IMPORTANT WORSHIP REMINDERS 
Please silence cell phones and refrain from taking photos or recording the 
worship service. Services are webcast live at firstpresah.org/experience/
livestream. To download or listen to a podcast of today’s sermon, search Apple 
podcasts for The Word @ First Pres. Past sermons are available at 
firstpresah.org/experience/sermons. 
 
SOURCES FOR WORSHIP 
Unless otherwise noted, scripture readings are from the NRSVUE (New 
Revised Standard Version Updated Edition); Litanies and prayers are from  
The Call to Worship, published by the Office of Theology and Worship of the 
Presbyterian Church (USA). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 



HEARING GOD’S WORD 
 

 PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION                                        Barbara Martin 

 

 FIRST SCRIPTURE READING             Matthew 18:21-35 

(Pew Bible, p. 800) Barbara Martin  
The Word of the Lord/Thanks be to God! 

 

 ANTHEM            “Create in Me a Clean Heart, O God”             Carl Mueller 

“Create in me a clean heart, O God, And renew a right spirit within me. 
Cast me not away from Thy presence And take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation And uphold me, uphold me with Thy free 
Spirit, Thy free Spirit. Then will I teach transgressors Thy ways, 

And sinners will be converted unto Thee. Create in me a clean heart, O God. ” 

Chancel Choir 
 

 SECOND SCRIPTURE READING               Romans 14:1-12 

  (Pew Bible, p. 923) Rev. Laura Sherwood 
The Word of the Lord/Thanks be to God! 

 

 SERMON                  Rev. Laura Sherwood 

“Will We Be Different on Monday?” 
 

HYMN 722       “Lord, Speak to Me That I May Speak”           CANONBURY 

 

GIVING THANKS TO GOD 
 

 PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE    Rev. Laura Sherwood    
  

 LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
 come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day  
 our daily bread; and forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin 
 against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

 CALL FOR OFFERING                  Barbara Martin 

 

 OFFERTORY  “Through Christ”            Pepper Choplin 
“Through Christ, we can do all things. Through Christ, we can find new strength day 

by day, through our lives we press on. Through Christ, we can do all things, 
Through Christ, we can find new strength through the night, through the storm, 

we press on. So rejoice in the Lord. Again I say, rejoice and live with thanksgiving and 
prayer. And the peace of our God, beyond all understanding shall keep your hearts and 

minds through Christ. How shall we meet the days ahead? How shall we keep our 
calling true? And if life puts us to the test, by faith, we’ll demonstrate our best.  

We’ll press on through Christ. Come and rejoice in the Lord for all we have in store, 
For we can do all things, all through Christ.” 

Chancel Choir 
 

DOXOLOGY (Hymn 607)  

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise Christ, all people here 
 below; praise Holy Spirit evermore; praise Triune God, whom we adore. 
 Amen.  
 

  
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING              Barbara Martin 
 One: Merciful and gracious God, you abound in steadfast love and  
  faithfulness. With gratitude, we bring our gifts to you. Bless these gifts 
  and bless our lives that together we may share your mercy and grace for 
  the world you dearly love. 
 All: Amen. 
 

GOING FORTH IN GOD’S NAME 
 

HYMN 363               “Rejoice, the Lord Is King”           DARWALL’S 148TH 

 

CHARGE & BENEDICTION       Rev. Laura Sherwood 

 

 POSTLUDE                                “Fanfare”                                    Arthur Wills 
 

 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
Flowers: Ron Baker—92nd birthday 
         Homer Smith—Miss you, love you forever 
Listing of Worship Leaders: 
Preaching: Rev. Laura Sherwood 
Liturgists: (9:00 am) Mary Larson; (10:30 am) Barbara Martin  
Pastor: Rev. Rev. Laura Sherwood, Interim Pastor/Head of Staff 

Director of Music and Worship:  Adam Hendrickson 
Associate Director of Music and Organist:  Christopher Urban 
Praise Band: Compass (9:00 am service) 
Tech Support and Livestream: Amy Senior and Jonah White 
 

 

WORSHIP NOTES 

GATHERING AS GOD’S PEOPLE 
 

 PRELUDE           “Be Thou My Vision”               Gordon Young 
 

The prelude is your invitation to quiet preparation 
for the worship of Almighty God. 

 

WELCOME         Rev. Laura Sherwood 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP  

 One: We observe this day as the Lord’s Day, giving thanks to God,  
 All: who gives justice to the oppressed, who forgives us and redeems us,  
 One: and crowns us with steadfast love and mercy.  
 All: Let us worship the One who is worthy of our praise! 
 

HYMN 267           “Come, Christians, Join to Sing”                         MADRID 

 

 CALL TO CONFESSION                                                  Barbara Martin 

 

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
 God our Judge, we admit we have double standards. We seek forgiveness 

for ourselves, but fail to forgive others. We seek relief for ourselves, but 
fail to seek relief for others. We seek leniency for ourselves, but fail to 
show that mercy to others. Forgive us, mighty God, and help us to 
forgive, showing others the same grace and mercy that you have 
generously shown to us... 

 

 SILENT CONFESSION  
   (please pray a silent and personal prayer of confession during this time) 

 …in Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
 

 WORDS OF FORGIVENESS 

 One: People of God, hear and believe God does not deal with us according to 
  our sins, but according to God’s own steadfast love for us.  
 All: As far as the east is from the west, so far God removes our sins from 
  us. Thanks be to God! 
 

RESPONSE (Hymn 775) 

 I want Jesus to walk with me; I want Jesus to walk with me; 
 All along my pilgrim journey, Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me. 
 

TIME OF GREETING 

 

 COMMUNITY LIFE       Rev. Laura Sherwood 
 Please sign the Friendship Pad and pass it along to those around you. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

About First Pres 

 

Prayer Requests Church Life    

 



Serving, Giving, and Growing Worship Next Sunday Upcoming Events 

• 

• 

• 

 

 

 $454.00 


	09-17-23
	09-17-23 CL

