
Thank you for worshiping with us this morning. 
 

Stop by the Welcome Center in the Narthex (lobby) to pick up information that 
will acquaint you with our church services and programs. You are also invited 
to join the conversation on Facebook, at facebook.com/firstpresah, Twitter, at 
@FirstPresAh, and Instagram, at @firstpresah. We look forward to connecting 
with you again. 

 
CHILD CARE  
Children of all ages are warmly welcomed and encouraged to participate in 
worship. Child care is available (infants through age four) in the Christian 
Education Wing (8:45 am – 11:45 am).  

 
CLASSES FOR ALL AGES  
From September through May, Sunday morning Christian education classes are 
held for all ages. These include classes for preschool, elementary, middle 
school, and high school students, as well as education and discussion groups for 
adults. To learn more, visit firstpresah.org or call the church office at 
847-255-5900. 

 
SPECIAL ASSISTANCE 
For worship in the Sanctuary, large print bulletins, and hearing amplifiers 
(some with T-Coil lanyard adapters) are available from the ushers. 

 
IMPORTANT WORSHIP REMINDERS 
Please silence cell phones and refrain from taking photos or recording the 
worship service. Services are webcast live at firstpresah.org/experience/
livestream. To download or listen to a podcast of today’s sermon, search Apple 
podcasts for The Word @ First Pres. Past sermons are available at 
firstpresah.org/experience/sermons. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 



HEARING GOD’S WORD 
 

 PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION                                      Laura Sherwood 

 

 FIRST SCRIPTURE READING               Matthew 1:18-23 

(Pew Bible, p. 783) Laura Sherwood  
The Word of the Lord/Thanks be to God! 

 

 ANTHEM                                 “He Is Born”  Carolyn Hamlin, arr. Morrone 

Michelle Fielder, oboe; Michael Morrone, violin; Joan Morrone, horn 
 

 SECOND SCRIPTURE READING                        Luke 2:1-7 

  (Pew Bible, p. 832) Alex Lang 
The Word of the Lord/Thanks be to God! 

 

 SERMON        “God in Art: Timeless” December 24, 2015            Alex Lang 

  

HYMN 110                             “Love Has Come”                       BRING A TORCH 

 

GIVING THANKS TO GOD 
 

 PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE           Laura Sherwood 

 

 LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
 come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day  
 our daily bread; and forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin 
 against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

 OFFERING                        

 

 OFFERTORY  “Arrival of the Queen of Sheba”  Handel, arr. Morrone 

Michelle Fielder, oboe; Michael Morrone, violin; Joan Morrone, horn 
 

DOXOLOGY (Hymn 609)  

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. Praise God, all creatures high 
 and low. Alleluia, alleluia! Praise God, in Jesus fully known: Creator, 
 Word, and Spirit one. Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GOING FORTH IN GOD’S NAME 
 

HYMN 134                      “Joy to the World”                                ANTIOCH 

 

BENEDICTION                                      Alex Lang 

 

 POSTLUDE                           “Joy to the World”                    Carolyn Hamlin 

 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
 
 
Preaching: Alex Lang 
Pastors: Alex Lang, Laura Sherwood 

Director of Music and Worship:  Adam Hendrickson 
Associate Director of Music and Organist:  Christopher Urban 
Praise Band: Compass (9:00 am service) 
Flowers: Walter, Marilyn & John Meyer—In memory of our parents, 
 Walter and Dorothy 
 

 

WORSHIP NOTES 

GATHERING AS GOD’S PEOPLE 
 

 PRELUDE             “Angels We Have Heard on High” Hamlin, arr. Morrone 

                                                        “Bring a Torch”                 Corl, arr. Morrone 
Michelle Fielder, oboe; Michael Morrone, violin; Joan Morrone, horn 

 

The prelude is your invitation to quiet preparation 
for the worship of Almighty God. 

 

WELCOME                           Alex Lang 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP  

 One: Long ago, God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the 
  prophets, 
 All: for to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government 
  will be on his shoulders.  
 One: But in these last days, he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed 
  heir of all things. He is the reflection of God’s glory and the exact 
  imprint of God’s very being, and he sustains all things by his powerful 
  word.  
 All: And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,  
  Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
  

HYMN 133 (vs. 1,3,4)  “O Come, All Ye Faithful”               ADESTE FIDELES 

 

 CALL TO CONFESSION                                                Laura Sherwood 

 

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
 O God, our God, our Wonderful Counselor and Prince of Peace: we 
 come to you this night with much on our hearts. In this time set apart, in 
 the quiet and stillness, help us draw near to you and to each other. 
 Forgive us for not being the people you have called us to be and not living 
 into the hopes and dreams that you have for us. For we have not loved 
 our neighbor the way you would want us to and we have not chosen love 
 over fear. Open our ears to hear your good news; open our eyes to see the 
 possibilities for peace and grace that await us. Help us to remember those 
 who are not here with us and to carry into the new year a sense of 
 renewal as we choose to love all, reflect your light, and go into the world... 
 

 SILENT CONFESSION  
   (please pray a silent and personal prayer of confession during this time) 

 …in Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
 

 WORDS OF FORGIVENESS 

 

GLORY TO GOD  (Hymn 583) 

 Glory to God, glory to God, glory in the highest!  
 Glory to God, glory to God, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

TIME OF GREETING 

 

 COMMUNITY LIFE 
 Please sign the Friendship Pad and pass it along to those around you. 



 

 

 

 

 

About First Pres 

 

Prayer Requests Church Life    

 



Serving, Giving, and Growing Worship Next Sunday Upcoming Events 

 

 $2,633.00 
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