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“The star invites us home by another way. It invites us in the direction
of a better world. The star invites us to hope and wonder.
It invites us to live in the light and life of Christ.”
— Judy Hockenberry
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10:00 AM

GATHERING MusIc
This time is your invitation to quietly prepare
for the worship of Almighty God.

WELCOME Rev. Judy Hockenberry

9 CALL TO WORSHIP

One: Arise shine, inheritors of God’s light.
Bearers of God'’s light to our darkened world.

All: The light of God has come into our world.
And nations will come to its brightness.

One: Arise shine, privileged ones who live in the light of Christ,
bow before God, not in shame but in awe.

All: Allis visible in Christ’s eternal light.
In us God’s light never goes out.

One: Arise shine, in Christ, God’s light has been revealed to us.
It reaches across time and space.

All: We have come to see.
We have come to follow.

¢HyYMN 110 “Love Has Come” BRING A TORCH

PRAYER OF CONFESSION Adam Hendrickson

God of glory, you sent Jesus among us as the light of the world, to reveal your love for all people.
We confess that our sin and pride hide the brightness of your light. We turn away from the poor;
we ignore cries for justice; we do not strive for peace. Cleanse us of our sin, and pour out the gifts
of your Spirit, that, forgiven and renewed, we may show forth your glory shining in the face of
Jesus Christ...

SILENT CONFESSION
(please pray a silent and personal prayer of confession during this time)

...in Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

WORDS OF FORGIVENESS
¢ TIME OF GREETING

COMMUNITY LIFE
Please sign the Friendship Pad and pass it along to those around you.

FIRST SCRIPTURE READING Isaiah 60:1-6
(Pew Bible, p. 602) Adam Hendrickson
The Word of the Lord/Thanks be to God!

SECOND SCRIPTURE READING Matthew 2:1-12
(Pew Bible, p. 783) Judy Hockenberry
The Word of the Lord/Thanks be to God!



SERMON Home By Another Way by Barbara Brown Taylor
Rev. Judy Hockenberry

PRESENTATION OF STAR WORDS

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

One: God who revealed yourself to wise men following a star, guide all who search and journey
towards your light today.

All: God whose light shines like a bright guiding star, have mercy on us.

One: God who unveiled yourself in the gift of a son, show yourself to all who seek after justice and
righteousness today.

All: God whose light shines like a bright guiding star, have mercy on us.

One: God who was baptized with those who declared their repentance in the Jordan River, manifest
yourself to all who come with repentant hearts today.

All: God whose light shines like a bright guiding star, have mercy on us.

One: God who fed the five thousand with a handful of fish and loaves, satisfy our hunger with your word
of truth and love.

All: God whose light shines like a bright guiding star, have mercy on us.

One: God who changed water into wine at a wedding, fill all who thirst with the free gift of the water of
life.

All: God whose light shines like a bright guiding star, have mercy on us.

(Intercessions for the whole church are offered)

One: Lord God Almighty, thank you that Jesus’ epiphany as Son of God reaches across time and space. As
we go into this day, may we embrace your call to come and see, come and follow, go and tell
others. May we remember that we are bearers of Christ’s light sent out to touch others so that
they may know Jesus and experience the wonder and hope his message brings.

All: Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our sins, as we forgive

those who sin against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

OFFERTORY “Home By Another Way” James Taylor
Adam Hendrickson, guitar/voice

Y PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
$HYMN 136 “Go, Tell It on the Mountain” GO TELL IT
¢ BENEDICTION

SENDING MusSIC

9 Please stand as you are able.

Join Us for Worship Next Sunday, January 8
Preacher: Rev. Alex Lang | Scriptures: Mark 6:1-6, Mark 1:4-11 |

Music: 9:00 am Compass, 10:30 am Chancel Choir
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Alex Lang | alexlang@firstpresah.org Business Administrator:

Associate Pastor for Pastoral Care: Debbie Walter | debbiewalter@firstpresah.org

Judy Hockenberry | judyhockenberry@firstpresah.org Senior Administrative Assistant:

Pastor Emeritus: Harry Thompson Mary Fino | maryfino@firstpresah.org

Associate Pastor Emerita: Dianne Shields Administrative Assistant / Receptionist:

Interim Director of Youth Ministries: Carol Vega | carolvega@firstpresah.org

Jeni Eklund | jenieklund@firstpresah.org Facilities Director:
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Nick Pulikowski | nickpulikowski@firstpresah.org Facilities Coordinator:

Director of Music and Worship: Michele Holifield | micheleholifield@firstpresah.org

Adam Hendrickson | adamhendrickson@firstpresah.org | Director of First Pres PDO & Preschool:

. . . . Coleen Anzalone | coleenanzalone@firstpresah.or
Associate Director of Music and Organist: | @ P g

Christopher Urban | chrisurban@firstpresah.org Nursery Coordinator: Beth Johnson

Welcome, Guests!

Thank you for worshiping with us this morning. Stop by the Welcome Center in the Narthex (lobby) to pick
up information that will acquaint you with our church services and programs.

CHILD CARE — Children of all ages are warmly welcomed and encouraged to participate in worship. Child care is
available (infants through age four) in the Christian Education Wing (9:45 am - 11:15 am).

CLASSES FOR ALL AGES — From September through May, Sunday morning Christian education classes are held for
all ages. These include classes for preschool, elementary, middle school, and high school students, as well as
education and discussion groups for adults. To learn more, visit firstpresah.org.

SPECIAL ASSISTANCE — For worship in the Sanctuary, large print bulletins and hearing amplifiers (some with
T-Coil lanyard adapters) are available from the ushers.

IMPORTANT WORSHIP REMINDERS — Please silence cell phones and refrain from taking photos or recording the
worship service.

LIVE WEBCAST & WORSHIP RECORDINGS — Services are webcast live at firstpresah.org/experience/livestream.
To download or listen to a podcast of today’s sermon, search Apple podcasts for The Word @ First Pres. Past
sermons are available at firstpresah.org/experience/sermons.

GET CONNECTED — Join the conversation on Facebook, at facebook.com/firstpresah; Twitter, at @FirstPresAH; and
Instagram, at @firstpresah. Download the free ACS Church Life app or visit the website to access the church
directory or manage your giving online. Simply set up a user account at firstpresah.org under the Member Login tab
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to get started. We look forward to connecting with you!

@ Choose love. Be the light. * ‘Change the world.



