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 Choose love.      Be the light.      Change the world.September 2021

TheCHIMES
Welcome back! September marks 18 months since the 
Coronavirus pandemic forced the United States to shut 
down. Thanks to the vaccine rollout, we’ve been given 
some room to breathe a little easier. Recently, I’ve had 
conversations with various members about what happened 
to them during the pandemic and where they are now. The 
consensus I hear from many is that they want to forget the 
last 18 months and just move on with their lives. But that is 
easier said than done. 

What we experienced during the pandemic was traumatic. 
Millions of people around the world lost their lives. Millions 
of people around the world lost their jobs. The pandemic 
forced us to reorder our lives in dramatic ways. We were 
sequestered inside of our homes. We had to adopt completely 
new ways of navigating the world: from the way we educate 
our children to the way we shop for groceries to the way we 
do church, there was no aspect of life that was not upended 
by the pandemic. 

I understand the desire to move on. I understand the desire 
to forget the hardships and return to life as normal. The 
truth is, this approach is not healthy. When you’ve been 
through something that is traumatic, you can repress it and 

push it away or you can work through the difficult parts and 
understand how it has impacted and changed who you are as 
a person. 

Most people will choose the former path. Most people will 
push it away because they’re scared of drudging up those 
feelings. It’s just too painful. Unfortunately, that pain has 
a way of rearing its ugly head in ways we don’t expect. If 
you don’t deal with the pain, it will manifest in your life in 
other ways, mentally, physically, emotionally. It can tear you 

down and destroy your relationships. This 
is not what I want for our congregation.

Therefore, I want to offer you an 
invitation. Together, we are going to 
confront all of the issues that have plagued 
us during the pandemic. Together, we 
are going to be Making Peace with the 
Pandemic. This sermon series is going 
to last 10 weeks and each week we are 
going to examine a different aspect of how 
the pandemic changed our lives. I want 
to encourage you to invite your family, 
friends and neighbors to come and listen 
to this series because it is something that 
will be hugely helpful for everyone who 
joins us for worship on Sunday mornings.

We’re going to examine the pandemic from every angle. 
From the loss of community, to the loss of jobs, to the loss 
of education, to the loss of life. In the month of September 
we are going to focus on reclaiming what we’ve lost. 

From the Pastor  Making Peace with the Pandemic
 by Rev. Alex Lang, Head of Staff

continued on page 4
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Worship & Music

Two services return  
Sunday, September 12
You will not want to miss our Sunday services as 
we kick-off the new program year on September 
12. The praise band, Compass, has some exciting 
new arrangements to share at 9:00 am. We also 
will have music featuring the Chancel Choir, First 
Pres Brass and bagpipes at 10:30 am to honor 
our Presbyterian heritage. You might just have to 
come to both services!

As work continues in the hallway by the 
Memorial Prayer Garden and in the Chapel, the 
Sanctuary will be the designated worship space 
for both the modern and traditional services 
through the end of 2021. This will require 
patience and understanding on everyone’s part. 
We thank you for all the grace you can offer in 
this exciting and busy time. 

September 12    |   Reclaiming Community
Scriptures: Luke 10:1-9; Galatians 1:1-4
  9:00 am – Compass
  10:30 am – Chancel Choir, First Pres Brass and bagpipes
Fall Kick-Off for Sunday School and Programming

September 19    |    Reclaiming Experiences
Scriptures: John 3:3-18, 25-26; John 8:2-11 
  9:00 am – Compass        10:30 am – Chancel Choir

September 26    |    Reclaiming Livelihood
Scriptures: Luke 19:1-10; Ecclesiastes 3:10-15
  9:00 am – Compass        10:30 am – Chancel Choir

October 3    |    Reclaiming Dreams
Scriptures: Genesis 37:2b-10; Matthew 9:9-13
Celebration of Worldwide Communion
  9:00 am – Compass        10:30 am – Chancel Choir

Reclaiming
One of the most important acts we 
can engage in as humans is reclaiming 
what we’ve lost. During 
September, we will discuss 
how we can reclaim those 
aspects of our lives lost 
during the pandemic that 
bring us joy, meaning and 
comfort. Join us for World Communion 

On October 3, we will join Christians from 
around the world in celebrating Worldwide 
Communion. Our worship will take on an 
international flare with readings in multiple 
languages and music that features the Lord’s 
Prayer in Swahili. 

Continue the global journey by joining us at 
4:00 pm for our Crossing Borders Music concert 
that will highlight music from Syria, Palestine, 
Lebanon, Jordan, and the USA. 

September Worship Theme
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Join a Music Ensemble!
Friends, countrymen, musicians! The time has come for the 
music ministry at First Pres to ramp up our programs. Adult 
choirs, children’s choir, bell choir, praise band, brass, strings, 
you name it, we got it! 

COMPASS (PRAISE BAND)
Do you like to rock out and praise the Lord? Then this is the 
group for you! We are always on the lookout for guitarists, 
bassists, drummers, keyboard players, singers, and brass 
players to help lead music for the 9:00 am modern worship 
service. Compass rehearses at 8:00 am before the service on 
Sunday morning. Contact: Adam Hendrickson

ADULT CHOIRS
Two choir opportunities exist on Thursday night for High 
School age and older: Men’s Chorus, rehearsing 6:30-7:00 
pm every other week and Chancel Choir, rehearsing weekly 
at 7:00 pm. First rehearsals is September 9. We are requiring 
that our singers be fully vaccinated for COVID-19. We hope 
to see a lot of new faces and hear a lot of new voices this 
year! Contact: Adam Hendrickson

CHILDREN’S CHOIR
Our Children’s Choir has a new and improved rehearsal 
time! Starting on September 22, the children’s choir will 
rehearse in the Sanctuary during the latter half of Family 
Night dinner on Wednesday evenings, from 6:30-7:00 pm. 
Adult volunteers will take the kids from Fellowship Hall to 
the Sanctuary and then from the Sanctuary to Kids Connect. 
Contact: Nick Pulikowski

HANDBELL CHOIR
The Handbell Choir rehearses at 5:30 pm in the Bell Choir 
Room every Thursday evening. We are also pleased to offer 
a bite-sized four-week opportunity to ring on Wednesday 
evening at 7:00 pm after our Family Night dinner (also in 
the Bell Choir Room). Join the choir September 15, 22, 29, 
and October 6 and ring with them during 10:30 am worship 
on Sunday, October 10! What a great way to give bells a try. 
Contact: Nick Pulikowski

CONCERT HIGHLIGHTS
Crossing Borders Music
Sunday, October 3, 4:00 pm
Crossing Borders Music is a chamber ensemble that uses 
music to promote the dignity of people from all cultures. 
Reflections from the Arab World, celebrating composers 
from Syria, Palestine, Lebanon, Jordan, and the USA will 
be presented to the First Pres community on October 3, at 
4:00 pm. Renowned oud player, Issa Boulos, and several 
of his new arrangements for oud and string quartet will 
be featured. The “oud” is a stringed instrument similar 
to the Western lute, but with Arabic roots. We are also 
honored and pleased 
to announce that 
Jordanian composer, 
Tarek Younis, has been 
commissioned to write 
a brand new work for 
the CBM string quartet. 
This work will premiere during the October 3 concert.  
You will not want to miss it!

Chuck Beech, piano; Chris Urban, organ
Wednesday, October 6, 12:10 pm
Join us on October 6 from  
12:10 – 12:45 pm in the 
Sanctuary as Chris Urban, organ, 
and Chuck Beech, piano, present 
a recital of familiar hymns. 

BRASS, STRINGS AND BEYOND
If you play a brass, string, or other instrument, there are 
several opportunities to share your talents with the church. 
We often utilize small ensembles during worship, as well as 
offering opportunities to play with larger ensembles during 
our Concert Series events. We are so blessed to have so 
many talented instrumentalists at First Pres. Contact: Adam 

Hendrickson and make yourself known if you haven’t already!

mailto:adamhendrickson%40firstpresah.org?subject=
mailto:adamhendrickson%40firstpresah.org?subject=
mailto:nickpulikowski%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:nickpulikowski%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:adamhendrickson%40firstpresah.org?subject=
mailto:adamhendrickson%40firstpresah.org?subject=
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Community Life

continued from page 1
However, on the flipside, some of us have used this time 
in the pandemic to better ourselves. Some people have 
reorganized their house, found a hobby, got in shape, and 
started eating healthier. Some people have even realized 
what’s important in life and helped 
them to reset their priorities. 

There are so many different aspects 
to the pandemic that we’ve all had to 
endure. Some of us have succumbed 
and some of us have overcome. We 
need to reflect on our experiences and 
process what we’ve lost and gained. 
What makes this series special is 
that each week we will begin with 
an interview of members of our 

What we experienced during
the pandemic was traumatic.
Millions of people around the
world lost their lives. Millions

of people around the world
lost their jobs. The pandemic

forced us to reorder our lives in
dramatic ways.

congregation. This interview will set the stage for what we 
are talking about for the rest of the sermon. 

The people who did these interviews were extraordinarily 
vulnerable. They spoke about the challenges they faced in 

very raw terms. If you see them, please 
thank them for what they’ve done. What 
they’ve given us in these interviews is 
a real gift to our community because it 
opens the door for us to really talk about 
these issues in a deep and meaningful 
way. My hope for this sermon series is 
that it will enable us to talk about what 
happened to the world, what happened to 
us and how our faith can guide us towards 
healing. See you in September! 

Fall Kick-Off Sunday Celebration
Sunday, September 12 
11:30 am - 1:00 pm
Join us in the East parking lot for fellowship, 
food, fun, live music, and an opportunity to 
learn and sign up to participate in the many 
ministries of the church. Contact: TC Anderson

Local Restaurant Walk
SIGN-UP SUNDAY MORNINGS STARTING SEPTEMBER 5
We will create groups of 8-10 that will have dinner at a 
local restaurant. Our goal is to foster deeper connections 
in the congregation and support local restaurants that were 
affected by the pandemic. Dinners will begin in October. 
Contact: TC Anderson
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Family Night returns for our sixth year. We are excited for 
this important community event to return to our schedule. 
Our first gathering will be Wednesday, September 15, and 
will start with a free of charge dinner and fellowship time 
from 6:00-7:00 pm. We are always in need of volunteers to 
prepare, serve, and clean-up our meal. If you are interested 
in helping, please contact Michele Holifield.

Beginning September 22, from 7:00-8:00 pm, there will 
be programming for all ages. As we have done in the past, 
there will be nursery care for infants and preschoolers, Kids 
Connect for Kindergarten-5th graders, Middle School Youth 
Group for 6th-8th graders, and several options for adults 
including classes, yoga, games, and music. 

NEW OPPORTUNITIES STARTING  
IN SEPTEMBER:
 • Pastor Alex will begin the 7:00 pm adult education 

rotation with a class on the connection between 
spirituality and our emotions in Mind, Body, Spirit: The 
Trinity of Connecting with God, begins September 22.

 • Our Children’s Choir (K-5th grade) will reherse from  
6:30-7:00 pm on Wednesday night. Kids will begin with 
dinner at 6:00 pm and move to choir at 6:30 pm.

 • A ‘bite-sized’ four-week Handbell Choir opportunity for 
adults. If you have ever wanted to ring bells but can’t 
make a long-term commitment, this is the opportunity for 
you! We will practice at 7:00 pm for four Wednesdays, 
from September 15 – October 6, and ring in worship on 
October 10.

We will continue our popular CTR (Career Transition 
Resources) program. If you or someone you know has 
struggled to find work as a result of the pandemic, this is a 
great way to prepare for 
finding the next job by 
updating your resume, 
practicing your interview 
skills, and learning how to network.

As the year unfolds, we will continue to bring you crowd 
favorites like God’s Honest Truth storytelling nights, and we 
are adding some new programming that we hope will inspire 
more people to become part of the Family Night community. 
The music department at First Pres will also be hosting 
various concerts for those in attendance.

We look forward to seeing you at Family Night 
on Wednesday, September 15. Contact: Katy Allen.

Family Night Returns  
September 15

mailto:katyallen%40firstpresah.org?subject=
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Opportunities to Serve

New this Fall! Service Saturday – an opportunity for all ages to come together 
to be a light in the community. On the third Saturday of the month this fall we 
have the opportunity to serve our local and broader community with specially 
designed service projects. We want the entire congregation to get involved - each 
day is designed to allow all ages and abilities to participate. This is also a great 
opportunity for high school youth to get service hours. Get all of the details below 
and then sign-up for September on Sunday mornings or here: www.signupgenius.
com/go/10C044DADAF29A7FB6-september 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance – 
Gifts from the Heart School Kits
We will gather to assemble the Gifts from the Heart School 
Kits. In addition, beginning August 22, we will be collecting 
items for the kits. Items can be dropped off at the Service 
Saturday information table on Sunday mornings or in 
the basket inside Door 9 during church office hours. The 
following NEW items are needed for the kits: 
 • 70-count wide-rule spiral 

notebooks
 • 30 centimeter/12" rulers
 • Handheld pencil sharpeners

 • Pink pearl erasers
 • 24 box crayons
 • Pencils with erasers

Monetary donations towards the purchase of supplies and 
shipping will also be accepted online, or at the Service 
Saturday information table on Sunday mornings. Our goal is 
150 school kits! 

Weather permitting, the September event will take place in 
the West Parking lot. If there is inclement weather, we will 
gather in the Parlor and Narthex area (enter at Door 9).

Coming in October and November – Watch 
Church Life and Weekly Highlights for details
Saturday, October 16 11:00 am – 1:00 pm:  
 • Eastman Street Block Party with our neighbors from 

Parkview Apartments
 • Bookmarks for Liberation Library

Saturday, November 13 10:00 am – 12:00 pm
 • Prepare lunch for Arlington Heights Firefighters
 • Presbyterian Disaster Assistance Gifts from the Heart 

Hygiene Kits
Contact: Michele Holifield 

Pinwheels for Peace
Design your own personal pinwheel as part of the PC(USA) 
Season of Peace. Pinwheels will be displayed around the 
church grounds for International Day of Peace on September 
21. If you cannot attend Service Saturday but would like 
to make a pinwheel to be displayed, please contact Michele 

Holifield to arrange picking up supplies.  
Go to https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/

peacemaking/season-peace/ for more information on the 
PC(USA) Season of Peace which runs from September 5 
– October 3, 2021, the day we will receive the special 
Peacemaking Offering. 

Saturday, September 18, 2021, 9:00-11:00 am
On our first Service Saturday, we will assemble Gifts from the Heart School Kits and Pinwheels for Peace. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C044DADAF29A7FB6-september
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C044DADAF29A7FB6-september
mailto:micheleholifield%40firstpresah.org?subject=
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/peacemaking/season-peace/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/peacemaking/season-peace/
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PADS Shelter to Re-Open
For many years, First Pres welcomed individuals and families 
experiencing homelessness into our building on Tuesday 
evenings for a warm meal, a place to sleep, and breakfast. 
This all came to a shocking halt in March, 2020, when the 
COVID-19 Pandemic surged in our area. The PADS team of 
volunteers quickly pivoted to opening a warming shelter, and 
then began delivering breakfast, lunch, and dinner to area 
hotels where the guests have been staying since April, 2020. 
On October 5, 2021, First Pres plans to re-open our Tuesday 
evening PADS site, and we need your help. Here are some 
ways that you can get involved.
Volunteer for a shift: Volunteer to work a shift once a week, 
once a month, or once a quarter. There are three shifts 
available (6:00 – 11:00 pm, 11:00 pm – 3:00 am, and 3:00 
– 7:00 am) from October through April. We also have a 
clean-up crew that arrives around 5:00 am each Wednesday 
morning. Volunteers welcome guests, serve meals, and are a 
welcoming presence for guests staying at the shelter. Training 
will be provided. This year, proof of COVID-19 vaccination 
will be required.
Donate Food Items: Dinner, breakfast, and a sack lunch to-
go is provided each week. We need donations of many items 
in order to provide these meals.  
Donate Monetarily: Over the years, and especially during 
the pandemic, First Pres members and friends have been 
incredibly generous with monetary donations. We hope this 

will continue as we re-open our site. Monetary donations 
can be made by sending a check to the church or online 
through the church’s giving portal.  
Pray: The PADS team always welcomes your prayers for the 
safety and well-being of our guests and volunteers.  
Education and Advocacy: Make a point of learning about 
homelessness in our area. Speak-up about programs and 
services that are basic human rights for all people.
On Sunday mornings, September 12 (at the Fall Kick-Off), 
19, and 26, there will be a PADS information and sign-up 
table in the Narthex. Stop by and see how you can be part 
of PADS this year. Links to sign up will also be available 
beginning in September in 
Weekly Highlights and Church 
Life. If you have questions or 
would like more information, 
please contact the PADS team 
at pads@firstpresah.org. You 
can also call Michele Holifield 
at 847-243-7195, Amy 
Hempleman at 847-312-5211, 
or Cathy Mataloni at 847-682-
4806 to talk with us about 
PADS and how you can be a 
part of the team. 

When we think of hospitality, we usually think of how we 
invite others into our homes. We might spend hours making 
our home just right, setting the table just right, and we are 
at the door to welcome our guest. The welcoming ministry 
at First Pres needs volunteers who want to create a space at 
First Pres where everyone 
who walks through the 
doors feels welcomed. 
In a recent article 
written for a 
new Presbyterian 
curriculum on the 
spiritual practice of 
welcome it says, “At the 
very heart of hospitality is 
a commitment to welcome one another, those who are like 
us and those who are not.” This is not an easy practice and 
one that requires us to be intentional about how we practice 
welcoming.

HOW CAN YOU GET INVOLVED?  
Ushers: Ushers are needed at both services on Sunday 
mornings. Ushers assist with seating, collecting offerings, 
answering questions, and being a welcoming presence at the 
doors to worship. Volunteer once a month, once a week, or 
be on the sub list.
Welcome Center: At the Welcome Center, you will provide 
information on programs available at the church. The 
Welcome Center is located in the lobby, and is a central 
place for all to get information. This position requires a 
commitment of two to four times per month on Sunday 
mornings.
Hospitality Greeters: This team of people is intentional 
about welcoming those who are new and/or visiting First 
Pres. Hospitality greeters provide a welcoming and friendly 
face to those who are seeking one, and ensure that visitors 
believe that we welcome all to First Pres. Training will be 
provided. Contact: Michele Holifield 

Welcoming Ministry at First Pres

mailto:pads%40firstpresah.org?subject=
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Children & Youth Ministries

WELCOME BACK!
Children’s Ministries is excited to welcome children and 
families back to programming at First Pres! Keep reading 
to learn how children of all ages and their families can re-
engage.

NURSERY CARE
Nursery Care is provided on Sunday mornings from 8:45 – 
11:45 am for babies and toddlers. The nursery, located in 
the Blue Room on the main floor of the CE Wing, is staffed 
by dedicated staff and volunteers who are committed to 
creating a warm and welcoming environment for our little 
ones.

PRESCHOOL SUNDAY SCHOOL
Three- and four-year-olds are invited to the Green Room, 
located on the main floor of the CE Wing, for Preschool 
Sunday School. As preschoolers begin their faith journey, 
they are guided by caring teachers who incorporate free play, 
Bible stories, songs, and activities into the lessons that make 
learning fun! Preschool Sunday school meets from 10:30-
11:30 am on Sunday mornings.

SUNDAY SCHOOL
We will welcome our elementary students (K-5th grade) back 
to a new gathering space and a new year of choosing love so 
we can be the light that changes the world!

K-5th graders will come together for our gathering time 
at 10:30 am in Room 304 on the top floor of the CE wing. 
From there, children will travel to their classrooms for 
Sunday school. Sunday school classes are divided into grade 
groups – K/1st grade; 2nd/3rd grade; and 4th/5th grade. Each 
class is led by volunteer teachers and shepherds who guide, 
nurture, and encourage children along their developing faith 
journey.

CONNECT AT KIDS CONNECT 
Wednesday night is Family Night at First Pres! We can’t wait 
to get back together for this impactful fellowship program! 
Dinner is served from 6:00-7:00 pm – come when you can 
during that hour and enjoy a delicious home-cooked meal!
Children’s Choir will be offered at 6:30 pm for children in 
grades kindergarten and up. Choir rehearsal will take place 
each Wednesday evening from 6:30-7:00 pm. Children’s 
Choir director, Nick Pulikowski, is looking forward to the 
joyful noise of First Pres’ children’s choir!

Kids Connect, for children in grades kindergarten –  
5th grade, meets from 7:00-
8:00 pm in the gym and 
Kids Connect classroom. 
Join us for a fun gym game 
each week followed by a 
variety of activities in the 
classroom. We will explore 
STEM projects, create art projects, and also participate in an 
assortment of workshops throughout the year.

Plan to come for dinner and stay for fun at Family Night 
on Wednesday nights!

LETTING GO &  
MOVING FORWARD
Children’s Ministries will offer 
members and friends of First 
Pres the opportunity to reflect on 
what the pandemic took from us 
and ways for us to move forward 
with a “Letting Go & Moving 
Forward” interactive experience. Visit the Narthex on 
Sundays, beginning September 12, to participate and share 
your thoughts. Contact: Katy Allen 

Children’s Ministries 

We can’t wait to see you!
 Dinner  6:00 - 7:00 pm 
 Children’s Choir  6:30 - 7:00 pm

 Kids Connect 7:00 - 8:00 pm

Kids Connect is a time for kids to 
come together to play, to create, to 
learn, and to enjoy time together.  
All K - 5th graders are welcome!

is BACK! 

mailto:katyallen%40firstpresah.org?subject=
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Youth Ministries
SUMMER MISSION TRIPS
This summer, the high school and middle school youth 
each participated in a week of mission in and around their 
hometown. For the week of July 12-15, the middle school 
youth had local day trips to different organizations and 
nonprofits. The week of July 19-22, the high school youth 
did the same. Below is Brooke Michalczyk, a sophomore this 
year in the program, explaining her experience on the high 
school mission trip.

“This summer’s high school mission trip looked a little 
different this year than most. We visited many nonprofits 
and organizations over the course of one week to help out 
locally. At Feed My Starving Children, we packaged meals 
for children suffering from hunger and poverty. We helped 
around Northwest Compass by packaging for veterans and 
organizing the food bank. WINGS needed help loading and 
sorting clothes. We got to build and paint little libraries 
for front yards around Chicago through Neighbor-to-
Neighbor. At Cedillo’s Fresh Produce in the city, we did 
many activities to help around the farm and garden. We also 
helped garden at the Kenneth Young Youth Center in their 
healing courtyard. Last, but definitely not least, we packaged 
book bags at Bernie’s Book Bank for children. The week 
of mission work was fun and rewarding for everyone and 
we all learned a lot about how to do our part to better our 
community.” – Brooke Michalczyk

The middle school youth also 
packed meal boxes for Feed My 
Starving Children, packing a total 
of 36,504 meals for children all over 
the world between the two weeks; 
helped sort and load donations for 
WINGS; built and painted free little 
library boxes for the Neighbor-to-
Neighbor Literacy Project; harvested 
crops, weeded, and beautified 
Cedillo Fresh Produce Urban 
Garden down on the south 
side of Chicago; and sorted, 
stickered, and packed books 
for Bernie’s Book Bank. In 
addition, the middle school 
youth made dessert for the 
PADS program and went to 
Northern Illinois Food Bank 
where they packed food for 
children in need. 

Upcoming Youth Events
Mark your calendars because the fall is kicking off and these 
dates are coming quick! 

First day of Y-search, Confirmation Class, and High 
School Sunday School – Sunday, September 12, at 10:30 am 
in their designated classrooms

Fall Kick off – Sunday, September 12, at 11:30 am in the East 
Parking Lot

First MSYG – Wednesday, September 22, 6:00 pm dinner, 
7:00 pm in Y-search room

Parent BBQ – Sunday, September 19, at 4:00 pm at Eric & 
Katy Allen’s house

First HSYG – Sunday, September 19, at 6:00 pm in the High 
School Lounge
Watch your emails for reminders and more information on 
any and all of these and more.
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Session Highlights

September 12 marks 
our official “kick-off” 
Sunday and you will 
not want to miss it. The 
fall programming and incredible concert series are more 
blessings that we can rejoice together. We look forward to 
many exciting opportunities to gather and worship and 
support each other and our community.

As noted in my previous Session Highlights, Session has 
been meeting twice monthly now with the new size of 12 
plus pastors. Our meetings have been productive, joyful, 
and filled with discussions about how best to move forward 
and grow our faith community. We continue to hold tight 
to God’s love as we navigate ways to lead our congregation 
forward faithfully, strengthen our community, and care for 
all those in need.

We are thankful that our church building has been 
reopened and many modifications and structural 
improvements have been made. Have you walked on the 

beautiful new Chancel in the Sanctuary? 
Thanks to generous donations and Session 
approval, an expanded Chancel area was 
built, and it shines almost as bright as the 
beautiful music that is performed on it. 
Have you seen the organ lately? Thanks to 
generous donations and Session approval, 
the organ is much more visible and can 
now be relocated on the Chancel to 
accommodate a variety of needs. Have you 
noticed the “Under Construction” signs? 
Thanks to congregational approval, Session 
secured a loan in the amount of $500,000 
from the Presbyterian Church (USA) 
Investment and Loan Program. Construction 
has begun to remove barriers to entry: the 
Memorial Prayer Garden Hallway, the 

Chapel and the area behind the Chapel will be brought up 
to ADA (Americans with Disabilities Act) standards. Praise 
God for your generosity that will make these areas more 
welcoming to everyone. 

We celebrate knowing that we are united in Christ, we 
have accomplished a lot, and we can accomplish even more 
when we take the journey together. Let’s continue this 
journey together. 

August Session Notes
By Laura Carlson, Clerk of Session

WELCOME BACK!
As we usher in fall, we are weary from the long pandemic. 
Like Jesus and His disciples on those stormy waters, we must 
persevere. We can if we do it together! Session has endured 
turbulent waters not only from the pandemic, but also from 
some unsteadiness as we embark on new beginnings at First 
Pres. While change can be difficult, we are confident that this 
journey will help grow our faith community and lead us to 
an even stronger future. 

Sadly, many of us have had some very difficult times 
and many of us continue to struggle to regain some sense 
of normalcy. But I am reminded of the many blessings 
God has given to each of us, the countless acts of love and 
kindness expressed by our First Pres community, and the 
many opportunities to give with our time and talent to build 
God’s kingdom. With your generosity, $71,000 has been 
distributed to those in need due to the pandemic. We are also 
thankful for the opportunity to worship and gather safely 
in person. Still, some may be disappointed, frustrated, or 
perhaps even angry that we have not returned to the “pre-
pandemic normal.” 

While we continue to 
move forward, at our 
August Session meeting, 
we had to reconsider the 
wearing of masks policy. 
We want you to know 
that none of us wanted to 
make decisions that seem 
like they are taking us 
back instead of moving us 
forward. Let me suggest 
that keeping God’s people 
safe, especially those most 
vulnerable, should not be 
viewed as a step back but 
as leaps forward! With 
a caring heart, Session approved a new mask policy, which 
requires that everyone attending worship, meetings, or events 
indoors at First Pres must wear a mask. Over the course 
of this pandemic, I have yet to encounter one person who 
enjoys wearing a mask. However, I have experienced and 
witnessed the love and kindness of others when they wear a 
mask knowing they are protecting all of God’s people. I pray 
that instead of grumbling, we will come together and praise 
God for the protection masks provide! 

Rev. Judy Hockenberry, Associate Pastor for Pastoral Care    
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StewardshipStewardship

Financial Update
We would like to thank you for your continued support 
to First Presbyterian Church of Arlington Heights and 
all who have contributed to the Defining our Decade 
Campaign.

We have received a total of $391,735 gifts and 
commitments - a total of 166 giving units. 

We are blessed to see this great support from our faith 
community.

We are in Phase 1 of the 
project expanding accessibility 
for everyone throughout most 
of the church.

If you have not yet 
contributed to the campaign 
and would like to help us 
cross the finish line with our 
goal of $400,000, please 
make your contribution by 
September 30, 2021. We 
offer a heartfelt thanks for 
your generous donations. 

How to Give Online  
or by Check
To Donate Online – on the church’s website:
1. Go to www.firstpresah.org.
2. Click on 

CONTRIBUTE 
at the top, then 
GIVE

3. Click on the blue 
Give Now button.

4. Enter the amount, 
select the fund, 
type an optional 
memo and enter 
your email address.

5. If you’re not logged in, it will ask you to log in, or 
continue as a guest. If you log in, your payment info 
will be saved to make it easier to give next time.

6. After you have entered your giving details and payment 
information, click on Give to initiate your contribution.

7. Log off the system when complete.
To Donate by Check – send a check to the Church Office made 
out to FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH and write the name of 
the fund to which you are donating in the memo.
Mail your check to: 
First Presbyterian Church of Arlington Heights,  
302 North Dunton Ave., Arlington Heights, IL 60004

First Presbyterian Church Financial Update
Below is a summary of the church’s income for the month of July and Year-to-Date. We 
encourage everyone to give regularly and generously. Thank you for your good stewardship!

GIVING FOR JULY 2021
Actual Budget Difference

Receipts $102,360 $105,500      ($3,140)

Expenses  $ 91,473 $116,536 $25,063.00

Balance  $10,887 $ (11,036) $21,923.00

GIVING YEAR-TO DATE FOR JULY 2021
Actual Budget Difference

Receipts $719,531 $738,500 ($18,969.00)

Expenses  $712,329 $815,755  $103,426.00

Balance  $7,202 $ (77,255) $ 84,457.00

Starting September 12, we will resume 
passing the collection plate during worship. 

You can also give online - see directions 
to set up online giving, weekly, monthly, 

annually or for special gifts.

Funding renovations to make Fellowship Hall and the Chapel 
accessible to all members of our community.

Phase 1

Defining our DecadeBuild. Serve. Transform.

First Presbyterian Church of Arlington Heights firstpresah.org/definingourdecade

http://www.firstpresah.org
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Education
School is in Session!

First Pres PDO and Preschool kicks off another 
school year on September 13! We are excited to 
welcome 160 new and returning students to our 
classrooms. PDO and Preschool will continue 
to follow the guidance from IDPH on all health 
regulations as we did for the last school year. All 
six classrooms will care for and educate children as 
young as six months through six years of age.  

New to our school this year is K-Club, our 
morning kindergarten enrichment program. Claudia Alberico has taught 
at First Pres for the past 16 years and is excited to teach this supplemental 
program before the children head off to their afternoon kindergarten 
classrooms in the local school districts. Claudia, myself and the other 24 staff 
members are looking forward to another great year teaching our youngest 
community members. 

Sunday Morning  
Adult Education Class
LOSS AND GRIEF
Sundays, September 12 – October 31
9:00 am / Boardroom / Rev. Judy Hockenberry
Together we will explore our experiences of loss and the 
grief that is connected to that loss. As we go through the 
eight weeks, we will develop a better understanding of 
healthy grief that will be grounded in biblical principles 
and our understanding of God.

Wednesday Evening  
Adult Education Class
MIND, BODY, SPIRIT: THE TRINITY  
OF CONNECTING WITH GOD 
Wednesdays, September 22 – October 20
7:00 pm / Sanctuary / Rev. Alex Lang
Spirituality is an essential aspect of being a Christian, and 
yet, we each experience spirituality in a unique way. In this 
class, Rev. Lang will examine the various methods employed 
by Christians to form their spiritual connection with God 
and how our spirituality is expressed through our mind, 
body and spirit.

Monday Morning Men’s Bible Study
coffee and breakfast treats are served. And, for those who 
cannot or choose not to meet in person, we continue to 
utilize Zoom - and the church’s new Owl camera - which 
allows all participants to interact with each other, whether 
online or in person.

If you are interested in joining us, or would like additional 
information, please reach out to either Bill Dillon at crdillon@
sbcglobal.net or Dave Berkow at dwberkow@att.net.  
Proverbs 27:17   As iron sharpens iron, so one person 

sharpens another.

The Monday Morning Men’s Bible Study Group, which 
resumed its meetings earlier this year via Zoom, is now 
meeting both in person and on Zoom. Men of all ages are 
invited and encouraged to join us. We have a great group 
of guys who share a wonderful camaraderie and fellowship 
while studying, learning about, and sharing our views on the 
word of the Lord.

We meet every Monday morning in the Parlor. The doors 
are open at 7:30 am, and our meetings start at 8:00 am and 
run about an hour. For those who choose to meet in person, 

mailto:crdillon%40sbcglobal.net?subject=
mailto:crdillon%40sbcglobal.net?subject=
mailto:dwberkow%40att.net?subject=
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Presbyterian Women
PW September Gathering
It is time to gather and enjoy our first program on 
September 29 at 9:00 am in the Parlor. We will be hearing 
all about Faith Community Homes. Sarah Harte, the 
Program Manager for FCH, will tell us about what is 
happening in Faith Community Homes and how they 
provide support for the many 
families living in poverty in the 
northwest suburbs. Sarah will 
share some of the reasons people 
in the northwest suburbs might 
live in poverty and their approach 
to helping families.

Here is your chance to 
understand how they are making 
a difference for so many families. 
Come with questions about Faith Community Homes and 
how you can get involed and support this vital ministry. 

Presbyterian Women News
Welcome to a new year of in-person gatherings for our Circle 
meetings! The Circle leaders will be in touch about the early 
gatherings of each Circle, and the first date for our scheduled 
meetings will be September 15, at 9:00 am, for Circles 1, 2, 
and 3 in the church Parlor and on September 21, at 5:00 pm, 
for Circle 7, in the yard of Mary Larson.

Morning circles new Bible study this year is “What My 
Grandmothers Taught Me: Learning from the Women in 
Matthew’s Genealogy of Jesus” by Merryl Blair. Information 
about how and when to purchase Bible study books will be 
shared during August. Circle 7 will continue with “Almost 
Everything - Notes of Hope” by Anne Lamott.

We are looking forward to being together again and sharing 
all the news and happenings from the summer. Everyone is 
welcome, so plan to attend our first meeting in September. 
It will be so good to see smiling faces in person and share 
fellowship. Alison, our new Moderator, will be sending out 
news to all during August. Thank you again, for supporting 
the Christopher House Backpack Drive. We will be supporting 
Christopher House, Firman House, and Faith Community 
Homes this year, as in the past. We are a community of 
women helping to make a difference in the lives of others! We 
look forward to another year of growing, supporting each 
other, and listening and learning God’s Word! 

Flowers For Worship
Flowers always add a touch of beauty to worship. The Presbyterian Women Flower Committee 
wishes to thank all those who have faithfully contributed to the flowers displayed on Sunday 
mornings. In September and October, we will be collecting in the Narthex to continue enjoying 
the beauty of flowers. Donations may also be made online. Please consider contributing to the 
flower fund so that we may continue to enjoy the beautiful touches to our Sunday worship. 
Suggested donations of $25 are greatly appreciated. If giving online, when prompted to select a 
fund, select “Sunday Flowers PW” from the dropdown menu. In person orders can be placed in 
the Narthex several times throughout the year. Thank you for your generosity. 

A Big Thank You From Christopher House
This is a new year for the scholars of Christopher House and because of your generosity, the 
students will be able to once again have the backpacks and supplies they need for the year of 
in person learning!! Thank you for supporting and making a great start for the scholars of 
Christopher House school in Chicago!

Your generosity totaled $1,526 from our congregational collection, and the Memorial 
Fund from Sally Costello added another $410, to bring the total to $1,936. With combined 
collections from First Presbyterian Church of Arlington Heights PW, the Presbyterian Church of 
Barrington, Westminster, and the Presbyterian Church of Park Ridge, each child will receive a 
backpack and school supplies amounting to $25 per child, with more supplies as needed during 
the year! Thank You! You Made a Difference! 
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Worship & MusicMember News

Community Relief Update
A big thank you to all who have donated to the Community  
Relief Fund. We have received donations totaling $71,000.  
We have helped 45 families.

We have provided help in the following areas:

 5  families with car assistance $6,400

 1  family with moving assistance $5,600

 25  families with rental assistance $45,000

 7  families with utility assistance $1,954

 1  family received tuition support $3,000

 6   families received various assistance  
including medical, counseling, payroll  
and worker support $4,800

 Gift Cards for many other families  
 totaling $1,300

SYMPATHY  
Please join in extending sympathy to:   

The Arkin family, on the death of Ed Arkin

The Armstrong family, on the death of  
Liz Armstrong

June Hemsey, on the death of her son, Richard

Cynthia and Doug Hiskes & family, on the 
death of Cynthia’s father, Keith Rabe

The Kunnen family, on the death of  
James and Patricia Kunnen

Ron and Jenell Wetzel and family, on the death 
of Jenell’s mother, Joye Kaul

CONGRATULATIONS TO
Brian and Marilyn Yantis, on the birth of their 

grandchildren, Elijah George Yantis and  
Ella Louise Francis

We are praying for these and 
many other members in our 

congregation.

Ron Baker
Al Barboro
Jerry Bolin
Carl Burklund
Jeanne Dacy
Lois Hartung

Edie Jolly
Betty Lash
Bob Mamoyac
Gordon Palmer
John Sonderegger

Happy 90th Birthday!
We’re celebrating all these 90th birthdays in 2021!

On August 22, we celebrated all members 
who turned 90 years old in 2021!
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Job Opportunities
Join the First Pres Facilities Team
The First Pres Facilities Team currently has two open 
positions for part-time facilities assistants. General 
duties include Sunday morning opening and closing of 
the building, light custodial work, set-up/breakdown 
for meetings and events, and other facility projects as 
assigned. This position is 8-10 hours per week. You must 
be available on Sundays from 7:30 am – 1:00 pm. Other 
times during the week are based on the church calendar. 
This is a perfect job for a high school student. If you 
would like to recommend someone or are interested, 
please contact Michele Holifield at 847-255-5900 or 
micheleholifield@firstpresah.org.

Executive Director for Faith  
Community Homes (Part-Time)
Faith Community Homes (FCH) is seeking a part time 
Executive Director. Faith Community Homes (soon changing 
to FamilyForward) is a community-supported organization 
serving primarily Arlington Heights and surrounding 
communities. Our mission is to strengthen low-income 
northwest suburban families to achieve financial stability 
and independence through mentoring, rental assistance and 
support services.

They provide two years of financial assistance in the form 
of rent support, case management, and mentoring to help 
each family manage their resources effectively and increase 
their resources.

The Executive Director is responsible for the supervision 
and management of paid staff, handling all FCH 
business, working in partnership with other social service 
agencies, serving as chief development officer, writing and 
coordinating grant applications, and working closely with 
the Board of Directors and its committees in operations, 
finance, and fundraising.

Experience in volunteer or professional community work, 
good communication skills, and proven administrative 
skills. Bachelor’s degree in Social Work or equivalent. 
MSW is preferred, equivalent training and experience will 
be considered. Salary commensurate with experience and 
qualifications.

If you have a passion for helping people in need, this is the 
job for you. Send your resume to charles.warner@fchomes.org. 
To learn more about their organization, visit their website at 
www.fchomes.org.

Thank you for the Support
My family and I would like to give a heartfelt thank you 
for all the support, love, prayers, and helping hands we 
received over the summer. When we learned Dan had 
colon cancer, like many in that same situation, I was 
overwhelmed with grief and worry. I thought “I am a 
paraplegic, how will I be able care for my husband, our 
young daughter, and our puppy.” I remember sharing my 
anxiety with my family who suggested I create a sign-up 
sheet and send it to them. My heart was filled with love 
and my mind was eased. Knowing we would get help 
from my family, which is big, as well as help from our 
friends and our neighbors, brought great comfort to me, 
Dan and Mikayla. I breathed easier and thought, “we got 
this!”

It only took a few more moments before I realized that 
even with a strong support system, the road to Dan’s 
recovery and a “cancer-free prognosis” was going to be 
very long, emotionally draining, physically exhausting, 
rough, and unpredictable. Every time someone signed up 
to cover a need, another need arose. We needed an even 
bigger family! I needed to have stronger faith in God. I 
prayed, I cried, I prayed and cried again. When I called 
Pastor Judy to pray for Dan, I felt broken. My voice 
trembled as I shared how many unfilled spots remained 
on the Sign-Up Genius. I soon reached out to Pastor 
Alex and Katy Allen. In their own ways, Judy, Alex, and 
Katy reminded me that we are a part of a loving family: 
God’s Church at First Pres. I immediately felt relief from 
the growing fear that was consuming me, and my tears 
quickly turned from worry to joy. 

The First Pres community wrapped their loving arms 
around us, lifted our burden, and quelled our anxiety. 
We have always found support in our church family 
wherever we lived; but I never experienced the magnitude 
of generosity and love like we did over the past summer 
from our family at First Pres. We needed our church 
family, and you were there for us! Once again, I want to 
shout out THANK YOU! I also want to remind each of 
you, just as so many of you reminded us, our First Pres 
Family wants to walk along your side and lift you up in 
love, support, and prayer through whatever journey you 
face. Thank you again to everyone who chose love, gave 
us light, and changed the Carlson Family’s world. Dan is 
recovering well and will be able to return to work soon, 
and we could not have done it without you! 

— With much love and appreciation, Dan, Laura and 
Mikayla Carlson  

mailto:micheleholifield%40firstpresah.org?subject=
mailto:charles.warner%40fchomes.org?subject=
http://www.fchomes.org


First Presbyterian Church 
of Arlington Heights
302 N. Dunton Ave.
Arlington Heights, IL 60004
Phone: 847-255-5900  
Fax: 847-255-3475
www.firstpresah.org / mail@firstpresah.org 

TheCHIMES

PASTORAL STAFF
Alex Lang
Pastor/Head of Staff
alexlang@firstpresah.org

Judy Hockenberry
Associate Pastor for Pastoral Care
judyhockenberry@firstpresah.org

TC Anderson
Associate Pastor for Children, Youth  
and Families
tcanderson@firstpresah.org

MUSIC AND WORSHIP
Adam Hendrickson
Director of Music and Worship
adamhendrickson@firstpresah.org

Christopher Urban
Associate Director of Music & Organist
chrisurban@firstpresah.org

Nick Pulikowski
Director of Children’s & Handbell Choirs
nickpulikowski@gmail.com

CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES
Katy Allen
Director of Children’s Ministries
katyallen@firstpresah.org

Coleen Anzalone
Director of PDO & Preschool
coleenanzalone@firstpresah.org

Beth Johnson
Nursery Coordinator
bethjohnson@firstpresah.org

OFFICE ADMINISTRATION
Debbie Walter
Business Administrator
debbiewalter@firstpresah.org

Mary Fino
Senior Administrative Assistant
maryfino@firstpresah.org

Carol Vega
Administrative Assistant/Receptionist
carolvega@firstpresah.org

Staff Directory
FACILITIES
Tony Scheurich
Facilities Director
tonyscheurich@firstpresah.org

Michele Holifield
Facilities Coordinator
micheleholifield@firstpresah.org

CHURCH LEADERSHIP
Laura Carlson
Clerk of Session
sessionclerk@firstpresah.org

Pam Miller & Lynn Stoike
Co-Chairs Deacons
deacons@firstpresah.org

Barrett Peterson
President of Trustees
trustees@firstpresah.org
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