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History
Over the last three years, the Session has been considering facility enhancements to better serve 
our community. Spurred by the need for better handicap accessibility and aging infrastructure, 
the Session established a Building Committee to work with a group of architects to determine the 
appropriate modifications and upgrades to the CE Wing, Fellowship Hall, Gym and Chapel.
 After approving the initial concept, Session formed a Capital Campaign Committee to raise the 
necessary funds to execute the architectural plan. The original goal was to launch the campaign in the 
fall of 2020. This was ultimately pushed back due to the Coronavirus pandemic.

Architectural drawing of the completed 
Chapel and  ADA accessibility upgrades.

Work Required
• Tear out old stairwell
• Steel engineering & reinforcement 
• Install enclosed handicap lift
• Raise roof and tear out wall

• Repair hallway ceiling 
• Install electrical/lighting
• Construct new stairs
• Construct new hallways for fire safety 



FIRST PRES ARLINGTON HEIGHTS Perspective looking North in Chapel

A Unique Opportunity
During 2020, while our church building lay 
dormant, the Trustees seized the opportunity 
to upgrade our worship spaces. They approved 
a Chancel renovation, which was completed in 
February of 2021. 
The Trustees sought $250,000 from Session 
to completely renovate the Chapel: adding 
extra seating by opening the Chapel walls, a 
permanent stage, installing new audio/video 
components and improving  ADA accessibility by 
adding a wheelchair lift. 

Phase 1 - Accessibility for Fellowship Hall & the Chapel
As the architects developed plans to re-engineer the Chapel space, what 
became clear is that making the Chapel and Fellowship Hall handicap accessible 
would require additional funds over and above the amount allocated. To add a 
wheelchair lift and make other major modifications to the hallway next to the 
Memorial Prayer Garden, would require an additional $400,000.
One of the primary goals of our committee is to make the church building more 
accessible. This important upgrade is necessary, to ensure that everyone can 
easily and safely navigate our facility.
Phase 1 of the campaign is an important first step in transforming our church to 
better serve the needs of our community.

Our Goal 
&  

Your Role

The new Chancel renovation will enhance 
the worship experience in the sanctuary by 
improving sight lines and sound quality.



Our Goal &  Your Role
During the month of April 2021, we will be asking members of First Pres to contribute to 
Phase 1 of the campaign. Your financial support will fund the wheelchair lift, new stairs, 
Memorial Prayer Garden hallway renovation, and upgraded fire safety equipment.

Choose Love. Be the Light. Change the World

Defining our Decade  | Build. Serve. Transform.

First Presbyterian Church of Arlington Heights 
302 N. Dunton Ave.   |   Arlington Heights, IL  60004-5993

Name  ______________________________________________________________

Address  _____________________________________________________________

City _____________________________________________State ____Zip ________

Phone  ______________________________________________________ cell | home

Email _______________________________________________________________

I/We wish to commit a contribution totaling $________________ 
for the Defining our Decade Capital Campaign - Phase 1

To be paid in full by September 30, 2021

For questions or to make a commitment contact  
Debbie Walter, Business Administrator, at  
847-255-5900 or debbiewalter@firstpresah.org.

You may send this card in the mail, drop off  
in the church office or make your commitment  
online at www.firstpresah.org/DefiningourDecade

Original Hallway, built in 1952  
Fellowship Hall and the Chapel 
are not accessible to everyone.

Final rendering of completed hallway  
Fellowship Hall and Chapel will be accessible with 
the enclosed handicap lift.


