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Welcome!
to

First Presbyterian Church 

of Arlington Heights





Leader 1: We come together to worship 
God.

Leader 2:We gather with the intention 
of  choosing love.

Leader 1: We gather in the hope that 
our light will shine brighter 
together.



Leader 2:We will change the world.
Leader 1: Choose love. Be the light. 

Change the world.





Where Charity 
and Love Prevail

Glory to God #316

TEXT: Latin, 8th cent.; trans. Omer Westendorf, 1960, alt.; © 1960, ren. 1988 World Library Publications
MUSIC (TWENTY-FOURTH, CM): Lucius Chapin, 1812















Amazing God, you invite us to be part 
of  something big and spectacular. You 
call us to choose love and change the 
world. We fall short. We hesitate 
because we think some people aren’t 
worth our love. We fail to allow your 
light to shine through us. 



We are scared. We are broken. We are 
sinners. Forgive us, O God. Renew us 
and encourage us that we might 
answer your invitation boldly. In Jesus’ 
name we pray, Amen.





Mark 11:15-19
(NRSV)



Then they came to Jerusalem. And he 

entered the temple and began to drive out 

those who were selling and those who 

were buying in the temple, and he 

overturned the tables of  the money 

changers and the seats of  those who sold



doves; and he would not allow anyone to 

carry anything through the temple. He was 

teaching and saying, “Is it not written, ‘My 

house shall be called a house of  prayer for 

all the nations’? But you have made it a 

den of  robbers.” And when the chief



priests and the scribes heard it, they kept 

looking for a way to kill him; for they were 

afraid of  him, because the whole crowd 

was spellbound by his teaching. And when 

evening came, Jesus and his disciples went 

out of  the city. 





Luke 10:25-37
(NRSV)



Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. 

“Teacher,” he said, “what must I do to 

inherit eternal life?” He said to him, 

“What is written in the law? What do you 

read there?” He answered, “You shall love 

the Lord your God with all your heart, and



with all your soul, and with all your 

strength, and with all your mind; and your 

neighbor as yourself.” And he said to him, 

“You have given the right answer; do this, 

and you will live.” But wanting to justify 

himself, he asked Jesus, “And who is my



neighbor?” Jesus replied, “A man was 

going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and 

fell into the hands of  robbers, who 

stripped him, beat him, and went away, 

leaving him half  dead. Now by chance a 

priest was going down that road; and



when he saw him, he passed by on the 

other side. So likewise a Levite, when he 

came to the place and saw him, passed by 

on the other side. But a Samaritan while 

traveling came near him; and when he saw 

him, he was moved with pity. He went to



him and bandaged his wounds, having 

poured oil and wine on them. Then he put 

him on his own animal, brought him to an 

inn, and took care of  him. The next day 

he took out two denarii, gave them to the 

innkeeper, and said, ‘Take care of  him; and



when I come back, I will repay you 

whatever more you spend.’ Which of  these 

three, do you think, was a neighbor to the 

man who fell into the hands of  the 

robbers?” He said, “The one who showed 

him mercy.” Jesus said to him, “Go and do 

likewise.”









Soul Work is the internal work 

necessary to transform ourselves 

to become more like Jesus.



Matthew 25 where Jesus calls on his 

disciples to serve the least by feeding 

the hungry, giving drink to the thirsty, 

clothing the naked, welcoming the 

stranger, caring for the sick and 

visiting those who are in prison.



Besides redistributing resources to 

those in need, social work is 

examining and undoing the 

various systems that create 

inequity in our society.



The Jerusalem Temple





When you open yourself  to 

unconditional love, it has the potential 

to heal those broken parts inside of  

you and make you whole. Therefore, 

loving God ultimately allows you to 

love and accept yourself.



Loving God, loving your 

neighbor, loving yourself  the way 

Jesus is asking of  us is not 

natural. In this way, love is a 

choice. It requires a lot of  

intentionality and hard work.



A natural outgrowth of  choosing 

love is engaging in soul work and 

social work. Your character and 

your actions will be a guiding light 

to others.





It is through the collective efforts 

of  everyone in the church 

choosing love and being the light 

that you can incrementally 

change the world and create 

God’s kingdom.







Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed 
be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our debts as we forgive our debtors; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom and 
the power and the glory, forever. Amen.





Go to the World!

Glory to God #295

TEXT: Sylvia G. Dunstan, 1985; © 1991 GIA Publications, Inc.
MUSIC (SINE NOMINE 10.10.10. with alleluias): Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1906






















